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PREFACE
BY THE GENERAL EDITOR.

THE General Editor of Tkhe Cambridge Bible for
Schools thinks it right to say that he does not hold
himself responsible either for the interpretation of
particular passages which the Editors of the several
Books have adopted, or for any opinion on points of
doctrine that they may have expressed. In the New
Testament more especially questions arise of the
deepest theological import, on which the ablest and

most conscientious interpreters have differed and

always will differ. His aim has been in all such
cases to leave each Contributor to the unfettered
exercise of his own judgment, only taking care that
mere controversy should as far as possible be avoided.
He has contented himself chiefly with a careful

revision of the notes, with pointing out omissions, with
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suggesting occasionally a reconsideration of some
question, or a fuller treatment of difficult passages,
‘and the like. N
Beyond this he has not attempted to interfere,
feeling it better that each Commentary should have
its own individual character, and being convinced
that freshness and variety of treatment are more
than a compensation for any lack of uniformity in

the Series.

DEANERY, PETERBOROUGH,
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IN thy Orcharde (the wals, buttes and trees, if they could speak,
would beare me witnesse) I learned without booke almost all Paules
Epistles, yea and I weene all the Canonicall Epistles, saue only the
Apocalipse. Of which study, although in time a great part did depart
from me, yet the sweete smell thereof I truste I shall cary with me into
heauen: for the profite thereof I thinke I haue felte in all my lyfe tyme
euer after.

BisHOP RIDLEY, to Pembroke Hall, (Pembroke College), Cambridge.

From A letter whick he wrote as kis last farewel to al kis true and faythefull
Srendes in God, October, 1555, a few days before he suffered, Transcribed from
Coverdale's Letters of Martyrs, ed. 1564,




INTRODUCTION.,

CHAPTER I.

PHILIPPI: ST PAUL'S CONNEXION WITH IT.

THE site of Philippi is near the head of the Archipelago
(Mare Lgeum), eight miles north-westward of the port of
Kavala, or Kavalla, probably the ancient Neapolis. Just south
of it runs the 41st parallel of north latitude; a little to the west,
the 24th parallel of east (Greenwich) longitude. The place is at
present a scene of ruins. A village hard by, also in ruins, still
bears the name of Pi:ilibedsik1. In the first century the town
occupied the southern end of a hill above a fertile plain, and
extended down into the plain, so as to comprise a higher and a
lower city. These were divided by the great Egnatian Road,
which crossed Roman Macedonia from sea to sea. The higher
town contained, among other buildings, the citadel, and a temple,
built by the Roman colonists, to the Latin god Silvanus. The
lower town contained the market-place, and the forum, a smaller
square on which opened the courts of justice. Four massive
columns are still standing at the foot of the hill, probably
marking the four corners of the forum. A little more than a
mile to the west of the town the small river Bounarbachi,
anciently Gangas, Gangites, or Angites, and still called, at least
at'one part of its course, Angista, flows southward into a fen
which borders the plain of the city, and to the south of which

1 Lewin, Life and Epistles of St Paul, vol. 1. p. 208,
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again rise the heights of Mount Pangzus, now Pirn4ri, rich of
old in veins of gold and silver, and covered in summer with
wild roses. The whole region is one of singular beauty and
fertility.

The geographical position of Philippi was remarkable. It lay
on a great thoroughfare from West to East, just where the
mountain barrier of the Balkans sinks into a pass, inviting the
road builders of Greek, Macedonian, and Roman times. It was
this which led Philip of Macedon (B.C. 359 —336) to fortify the
old Thracian town of Daton?, or Crenides (Fountains). To the
place thus strengthened he gave his name, and, by pushing his
border eastward into Thrace, converted it from a Thracian into
a Macedonian town2. .

This position of Philippi accounts for the one great event
in its secular history, the double battle in which (B.C. 42) some
ninety-five years before St Paul first saw Philippi, the com-
bined armies of Brutus and Cassius were defeated by Octavius
(afterwards Augustus) and Marcus Antonius. Cassius en-
camped on Pangeus, south of the town, plain, and fen, Brutus
on the slopes to the north, near the town ; thus guarding from
both sides the pass of the Egnatian road. First Cassius was
routed, and two days later Brutus., Each in succession was
slain, at his own command, by the hand of a comrade, and
with them died the cause of the great republican oligarchy of
Rome.

Augustus erected Philippi into a colony (colonia, xolwvia,
Acts xvi. 12), with the full title Colonia Augusta Julia Victrix
Philipporum, or Philippensis. A colony, in the Roman sense,
was a miniature Rome, a reproduction and outpost of the city.
The colonists were sent out by authority, they marched in
military order to their new home, their names were still ene
rolled among the Roman tribes, they used the Latin language

1 Lewin, I. 207.

2 To Philip it was important not only for military strength but as a
place of mines. He is said to have worked the old and almost
abandoned mines so vigorously as to have drawn from them 10,000
talents yearly. Long before the Christian era, apparently, the supply
of precious ore was finally exhausted.
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and Latin coinage, their chief magistrates were appointed from
Rome, and were independent of the provincial governorsl,
These magistrates were two in each colony, Duumuviri, and
combined civil and military authority in their persons. At
Philippi we find them assuming the grandiose title of com-
mandants, praetors, orparqyol (Acts xvi. 20), and giving their
constables the title of lictors, gaBdovxos (ver. 35). They posed,
in effect, as the more than consuls of their petty Rome. Much
of the narrative of Acts xvii. comes out with double vividness
when the colonial character of Philippi is remembered.

In Acts xvi. 12 we find Philippi called, in the Authorized
Version, “the chief city of that part of Macedonia.” The better
rendering of the best-attested reading is, however, “a city of
Macedonia, first of the district.” This may mean, grammati-
cally, either that Philippi first met the traveller as he entered
the region of Macedonia where it lay, or that it was the political
capital of that region. Mr Lewin (i. 202, 206) advocates the
latter view, and holds that Philippi succeeded Amphipolis as
the capital of the “first,” or easternmost, of the four Roman
“ Macedonias.” Bp Lightfoot (PAilippians, p. 50) prefers de-
cidedly the former view, maintaining that the fourfold Roman
division was, by St Paul’s time, long disused. We incline, how-
ever, to an explanation nearer to Mr Lewin’s view ; that Philippi
is marked by St Luke as first, in the sense of most important,
of its district; not officially perhaps, but by prestige.

We may remark in passing that the geographical position of
Philippi is incidentally illustrated by the presence there of
Lydia, the purple-merchant from Asiatic Thyatira, come to this
important place of thoroughfare between her continent and
Roman Europe. And the colonial, military, character of Philippi
explains in a measure the comparative feebleness of its Jewish
element, with their humble proseucka, or prayer-house (Acts xvi.
13), outside the walls.

On the story of St Paul’s work at Philippi there is little need
to dwell in detail, so full and vivid is the narrative of Acts xvi.,

1 Britain, like other frontier provinces, had its colonie; e.g. Lindum
Colonia, Lin-coln.
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from the unobtrusive opening of the mission (A.D. §2) by the
Apostle, with his coadjutors Silas, Timothy, and probably Luke?,
to the moment when Paul and Silas quit the house of Lydia,
and, probably leaving Luke behind them, set out westward
along the Egnatian road for Amphipolis. It is enough to say
here that the whole circumstances there depicted harmonize
perfectly with the contents and tone of our Epistle; with its
peculiar affectionateness, as written to witnesses and partners
of tribulation, with its entreaties to the disciples to hold to-
gether in the midst of singularly alien surroundings, and, we
may add, with its allusions to the “citizen-life” of the saints
whose central civic home is (not Rome but) heaven.

Twice after A.D. 52, within the period covered by the Acts, we
find St Paul at Philippi. Late in the year 57 he left Ephesus
for Macedonia (Acts xx. 1; cp. 2 Cor. ii. 12, 13, vii. 5, 6), and
undoubtedly gave to Philippi some of his “ much exhortation.”
In the spring of 58, on his return eastward from Corinth by
Macedonia, he spent Passover at Philippi (Acts xx. 6), lingering
there, apparently, in the rear of the main company of his fellow-
travellers,” “that he might keep the paschal feast with his
beloved converts”2,

Intercourse with Philippi was evidently maintained actively
during his absences. Our Epistle (iv. 16) mentions two mes-
sages from the converts to St Paul just after his first visit, and
the frequent allusions to Macedonia in the Corinthian Epistles
indicate that during the time spent at Ephesus (say 55—57)
Philippi, with the other “churches of Macedonia,” must have
been continually in his heart and thoughts, and kept in contact
with him by messengers.

On the question of a visit to Philippi later than the date
of this Epistle, see notes on ch. i. 25, 26.

Before leaving the topic of St Paul's intercourse with
Philippi, we may notice two points in which distinctively

! The narrative (Acts xvi. 1—17) is in the first person. On the ““we

sections” of the Acts see Salmon, /ntroduction to the N. T., pp. 371 &c.
‘We may assume Timothy’s presence from Acts xvi. 1 &c. and xvii.

14, 15.
* Lightfoot, p. 6o.
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Macedonian traits appear in the Christian life of the mission -
church. The first is the position and influence of women.
We have women prominent in the narrative of Acts xvi,, and in
Phil. iv. 2 we find two women who were evidently important
and influential persons in the Church. And similar indications
appear at Thessalonica (Acts xvii. 4) and Bercea (7. 12). Bp
Lightfoot has collected some interesting evidence to shew that
Macedonian women generally held an exceptionally honoured
and influential position. Thus it is common, in Macedonian
inscriptions, to find the mother’s name recorded instead of the
father’s; and Macedonian husbands, in epitaphs upon their
wives, use terms markedly reverent as well as affectionate.
The Gospel doctrine of woman’s dignity would find good soil in
Macedonia. The other point is the pecuniary liberality of the
Philippians, which comes out so conspicuously in ch. iv. This
was a characteristic of the Macedonian missions, as 2 Cor.
viii,, ix, amply and beautifully prove. It is remarkable that
the Macedonian converts were, as a class, very poor (2 Cor.
viii. 1); and the parallel facts, their poverty and their open-
handed support of the great missionary and his work, are
deeply harmonious. At the present day the missionary liber-
ality of poor Christians is, in proportion, vastly greater than
that of the rich.

The post-apostolic history of Philippi is very meagre. We
know scarcely anything of it with the one exception that
St Ignatius passed it, on his way from Asia to his martyrdom
at Rome, about the year 110. He was reverently welcomed
by the Philippians, and his pathetic visit occasioned communi-
cations between them and Ignatius’ friend Polycarp, bishop of
Smyrna, who then wrote to the Philippian Christians his one
extant Epistle (see below, ch. v.). “Though the see is said
to exist even to the present day,” writes Bp Lightfoot (Pkilip-
pians, p. 65), “the city itself has long been a wilderness....Of
the church which stood foremost among all the apostolic com-
munities in faith and love, it may literally be said that not one
stone stands upon another. Its whole career is a signal monu-
ment of the inscrutable counsels ¢f God. Born into the world
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with the brightest promise, the Church of Philippi has lived
without a history and perished without a memorial.? (See
further, Appendix I.) ‘

As we leave the ruins of Philippi, it is interesting to observe
that among thém have been found, by a French archeological
mission (1864), inscriptions giving the names of the pro-
moters of the building of the temple of Silvanus, and of the
‘members of its “sacred college.” Among them occur several
names familiar to us in the Acts and Epistles ; Crescens, Secun-
dus, Trophimus, Urbanus, Aristobulus, Pudens, and Clemens—
this last a name found in our Epistle.

CHAPTER Il
DATE AND OCCASION OF THE EPISTLE.

IT may be taken as certain that the Epistle was written from
Rome, during the two years’ imprisonment recorded by St Luke
(Acts xxviii. 30); that is to say, within the years 61—63. It is
. true that some scholars, notably Meyer!, have made Caesarea
Stratonis (Acts xxiv. 23—27) the place of writing of the Pkilip-
pians, Ephesians, and Colossians; and some who hesitate to
assign the two latter epistles to the Caesarean captivity assign
the Pkilippians to it (see Lightfoot, p. 30, note). But the reasons
on the other side seem to us abundantly decisive. Bp Light-
foot gives them somewhat as follows (pp. 30, 31, note). (I)
The notice of “Cesar’s household” (iv. 22) cannot naturally
apply to Caesarea. (2) The notice (i. 12 &c.) of the progress of
the Gospel loses point if the place of writing is not a place of
great importance and a comparatively new field for the Gospel,
(3) St Paul looks forward, in this Epistle, to an approaching
release, and to a visit to Macedonia. This does not agree with
his indicated hopes and plans at Ceaesarea, where certainly
his expectation (Acts xxiii. 11) was to visit Rome, under what-
ever circumstances, most probably as a prisoner on appeal.

1 His reasons are fully stated and answered in Alford’s Prolegomena
to the Ephesians,
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The chief plea, in the Piilippians, for Camsarea is that"
the ward greftorium (i. 13) corresponds to the pretoriunz, or
residency, of Herod at Casarea (Acts xxiii. 35). . But here
again we may remark that the allusion in the Epistle indicates
an area of influence remarkable and extensive, conditions
scarcely fulfilled at Czsarea. And Rome affords an obvious
and adequate solution of the problem, as we shall see at the
proper place in the text.

The subordinate question arises, when within the two years of
the Roman captivity was our Epistle written? Was it early or
late, before or after the Epkesians and the Colossians? which
are plainly to be grouped together, along with the private letter
to the Colossian Philemon.

A widely prevalent view is that the Piilippians was written
late, not long before St Paul’s release on the final hearing of his
appeal. The main reasons for this view are

(1) the indications in the Epistle that the Gospel had made
great progress at Rome;

(2) the absence in the Epistle of the names Luke and
Aristarchus, who both sailed from Syria with St Paul (Acts
xxvii. 2) and who both appear in the Colossians and Phi-
lemon,;

(3) the lapse of time after St Paul’'s arrival at Rome de-
manded by the details of Epaphroditus’ case (Phil, ii. iv.),
which seem to indicate that the Philippians had heard of St
Paul’s arrival; had then despatched their collection (perhaps
not without delay, iv. 10) to Rome by Epaphroditus; had then
heard, from Rome, that Epaphroditus had been ill there (ii. 26),
and had then somehow let it be known at Rome (747d.) that the
news had reached them;

(4) the tone of the Epistle, in its allusions to St Paul’s strict
imprisonment and to his entire uncertainty, humanly speaking,
about the issue of his appeal; allusions said to be inconsistent
with the comparative freedom indicated by the Acts, but con-
sistent with a change for the worse in the counsels of Nero,
such a change as would have occurred when (A.D. 62) the
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wicked Tigellinus succeeded the upright Burrus in command of
the Guard.

Bp Lightfoot on the other hand takes the view that the
Philippians was the earliest of the Epistles of the Captivity.
And he meets the above arguments somewhat as follows,

(1) There is good evidence, both in the Acts and the Epistle,
and above all in the Romans, for the belief that “a flourishing
though unorganized Church” existed at Rome before St Paul’s
arrival. Already, three years earlier, he had addressed his
greatest Epistle “to all that were in Rome, beloved of God,
called saints;” and there is strong reason to think that many of
the Christians greeted in that Epistle (ch. xvi.) were identical
with “the saints of the Household” of our Epistle (see on Phil
iv. 22), and so that those “saints” were pre-Pauline converts, at
least in many instances. And when he lands at Puteoli, in 61,
he finds there too Christians ready to greet him. And on the
other hand the allusions in our Epistle to the progress of the
work at Rome must not be pressed too far, as if the whole
population of the City was being stirred. What is meant is
that a distinct and vigorous “new departure” was being made
by the Roman Christians, as willing evangelists, and that the
warders of the Apostle were carrying out the strange and inter-
esting news of his doctrine and character among their fellow
Prztorians and “people in general” (ol Aoimoi mwdvres). But all
these notes excellently suit a time not long after the Apostle’s
arrival, when the stimulus of his presence among the Christians
would be powerful in its novelty, and when of course already
the “soldiers that kept him” would be among his hearers, and
not seldom, by the grace of God, his converts. Even the allu-
sion (i. 15) to internal opposition suits such a time better than
a later, “when...antagonism...and...devotion...had settled down
into a routine” (Lightfoot, p. 34).

(2) As regards the absence from the Piilippians of the
names Luke and Aristarchus, this is in the first place an argu-
ment from silence only, which cannot be conclusive. The
two disciples may be included under the “brethren” and
“saints” of iv. 21, 22. But further, it is at least doubtful
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whether Aristarchus, though he sailed from Syria with St Paul,
landed in Italy with him, He was a Thessalonian, and the
“vessel in which St Paul sailed was an Adramyttian, from the
Zgaan, in which Aristarchus may have been on his way not to
Rome but to Thessalonical. From Macedonia he may easily
have joined St Paul in Italy later, associating himself so closely
there with the imprisoned Apostle as to earn the title of his
“fellow-prisoner of war” (Col.iv. 10). As for Luke, it is obvious
that at any time he might have left Rome on a temporary
errand, to Puteoli perhaps, or some other outlying mission.
And of course the same remark may be made of Aristarchus,
supposing him to have been after all in Italy.

(3) The argument from the case of Epaphroditus is not
strong. It is not necessary to suppose that a special message
went from Rome to Philippi to announce St Paul’s arrival.
Very possibly through Aristarchus (see just above), if not by
some other means, the Philippians may have heard that he was
far on his way, and may have acted on probabilities. Epa-
phroditus may even have left Philippi, with the collection, before
St Paul reached Italy. And a month, under favourable cir-
cumstances, would suffice for a journey from Philippi to Rome,
by Brundisium (Brindisi), Dyrrachium (the Illyrian port), and
the Egnatian road across Macedonia2. Thus if the Pkslippians
was written only four months after St Paul’s arrival the time
would amply include all we need infer under this head.

(4) The tone of the Epistle, with its suspense, its allusions
to rigour of confinement, and on the other hand its expectations
of release, is not conclusive for a late date. The imprisonment
as depicted in it is after all no less and no more severe than
Acts xxviii. 16 implies. And the references to the trial and its
uncertain issue would probably be at least as appropriate in the
early stages of its progress, or under early experiences of its
delays, as later. Doubtless the Epistle depicts trials and

1 Indeed, the first intention of the centurion Julius may have been
that his prisoners should be conveyed to Rome by way of the ZAgewan,
Macedonia, and the Adriatic (Lightfoot, p. 35, note).

3 See Lightfoot’s interesting proofs, p. 38, note.

PIHILIPPIANS 2
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sorrows where the Acts speaks only of opportunity and success;
but Bp Lightfoot well remarks that this is perfectly truth-
like. The kistorian reviews the sum total of a very fruitful
period of influence; the le#fer-writer speaks under the immediate
pressure of the day’s, or the week’s, chequered circumstances.
St Paul’s expectation of release is discussed in the notes (ii. 24);
it certainly affords no decisive note of time.- As for the pro-
motion of Tigellinus, Lightfoot justly says that such changes in
the Imperial court would make little difference, for better or
worse, in the case of an obscure provincial prisoner, the mis-
sionary of a cw/fus which had not yet come to be thought
politically dangerous.

If these arguments for a late date for the Epistle may be fairly
answered thus, we have meanwhile positive evidence for an
earlier date in the doctrinal affinities of the Pkslippians. These
point towards the great central group of Pauline Epistles
(Romans, Corinthians, Galatians), and especially towards the
Romans, the latest written of that group. In Phil iii. we have
in prominence the doctrine of Justification, in the precise form
of the doctrine of Imputed Righteousness, the believer’s refuge
and peace in view of the absoluteness of the Divine Law.
Now this is the characteristic topic of the Roman and Galatian
Epistles, and in a minor degree of the Corinthian (1 Cor. i.
30, iv. 4, vi. 11; 2 Cor. iii. 9, v. 19—21). But it is absent,
as regards just #kis form of presentation, from the Ephesian
and Colossian Epistles, in which St Paul was led by the Holy
Spirit to deal more expressly with the closely related, but dif-
ferent sides of truth conveyed in such words as Union, Life,
Indwelling, Universal Church. This is strong evidence for
an approximation of the Pkilippians to the Romans, &c., in
point of time, as near as other considerations allow. Certainly
it makes it likely that the Epkesians and its group were not
interposed between the Romans and the Philippians.

And on closer examination we find many links of thought
and expression between the Romans and the Philippians,
besides this main link. Bp Lightfoot (pp. 43, 44) collects the
following parallelisms of this sort :
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Compare PHIL. i. 3—8 with RoM. i. 8—11:
- — i 10 —  — i 18:
- — ii.2—4 — — xii. 10, 16—19:
—_— — ii. 8—11 — — xiv.g—II:
— — iii. 3 —  — ii.28,i.9, . 11:
—_ — il 4, § — = xi.1:
— — iii. 10, 11, 21 — — vi.§:
—_ — iii. 19 —  — vi ar, xvi. 18:
—_ — iv. 18 — — xii. I

And he notes the following words and phrases as occurring
in the two Epistles, and not elsewhere : dmokapadoxia, ovppopgos,
€¢ épibeias, dxpt Tob viv, mpoadéxeabas év Kupip. See too our note
on i. 26. )

On the whole, we may date the Epistle, with great pro-
bability, late in the year 61 or early in 62. See further ZT#e
Epistle to the Epkhesians, in this Series, Introduction, pp.
19—22.

Of the occasion of writing, little needs to be said; the
Epistle itself speaks clearly on the subject. The arrival of
Epaphroditus bringing the Philippian gift, his illness at Rome,
and his anxiety to return to Philippi, appear to have given the
immediate suggestion and made the opportunity. We gather that
besides this Epaphroditus had reported, as the one serious defect
of Christian life at Philippi, a tendency to party-spirit, or at least
to personal aritagonisms and differences, especially in the case
of two well-known female converts. See i. 2, 27, ii. 2, 3, 14, 26,
iv. 2, and notes. And meanwhile St Paul takes the occasion
to warn his beloved Philippians against errors of doctrine and
practice which, if not already rife at Philippi, were sure to find
their way there; the errors both of the Pharisaic legalist
(iii. 2—11), and of the antinomian would-be Paulinist (iii.
13—19).

So, occasioned on the one hand by present circumstances,
and on the other guided by the secret working of the Holy
Spirit to form a sure oracle of God for the Church for ever,
the Letter was dictated, and the greetings of the Writer's
visitors were added, and the manuscript was given over to

2—2
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Epaphroditus, to be conveyed across Italy, the Adriatic, and
Macedonia, to the plain and hill of Philippi®.

CHAPTER IIL
AUTHENTICITY OF THE EPISTLE.

No trace of doubt on this subject appears in early Christian
literature. Amongst direct testimonies, and taking the later
first, we may cite Zeréullian (cent. 2—3). He (de Resurrectione
Carnis, ¢ xxiii.) quotes Phil. iii. 11—13%, as ‘“‘written by Paul
to the Philippians.” He mentions (de Prescriptione, c. xxxvi.)
Philippi among the Churches ‘which possessed “authentic
apostolic epistles,” that is, apparéntly, letters received at first
hand from apostles. In his Reply fo Marcion, bk. v., taking
up the Pauline Epistles one by oneé for evidence against the
Gnostic theory of Christianity taught by Marcion, he comes.
(c. xx.) to “the Epistle to the Philippians,” and quotes, or refers
to, i. 14—18, ii. 6—38, iii. 5—9, 20, 21. It will be observed that
this latter evidence is doubly valuable, as it assumes his op-
ponent’s agreement with him about the authenticity.

Ireneus (late cent. 2) quotes (de Heresibus,.iv., c. xviii. 4)
Phil. iv. 18 as the words of “ Paul to the Philippians.”

Clement of Alexandria (late cent. 2) repeatedly quotes the
Epistle. He brings (Pedogogus, i, c. vi, ed. Migne) Phil
iil. 12—14 to refute those who “call themselves ¢perfect’ and
‘gnostic’.” In the Stromata, iv., c. iii.,, he refers to Phil. iii.
20, in the words “having obtained citizenship in heaven;” c. v,
he quotes i. 13, 14 as the “words of the Apostle;” c. xiii. he
quotes i. 7, 29, 30, ii. 1, 2, 17, 20, 21, and refers to the Philippians
as addressed by “the Apostle” in these passages.

1 For further particulars of St Paul’s life and work at Rome see
Agpendix A.
With one curious variation of reading: perseguor ad palmam
incriminationis; as if reading 70 BpaBetor Tijs dv ey kA frews,
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In the contemporary Letter of the Churches of Lyons and
Vienne, describing the martyrdoms of A.D. 177}, the sufferers
are said to have striven to “imitate Christ, who being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God”
(Phil. ii. 6).

Polycarp, in his Epistle to the Philippians (very early cent. 2),
both refers (c. iii.) to the Epistle which St Paul had addressed
to them, and manifestly echoes its phraseology. He speaks
indeed of “Epistles.” But the plural is often used for the sin.
gular of this word ; see Lightfoot in his Edition of Polycarp
(Apostolic Fatkers, Pt. ii.; Vol. ii,, sect. ii, p. 911). Polycarp’s
Epistle is given below, nearly in full; Introduction, ch. v.

Ignatius, on his way to martyrdom (about A.D. 110), wrote a
series of Epistles. In that to the Romans, c. ii, he speaks of
his desire to be “poured out as a libation to God”; to the
Philadelphians he writes (c. viii.), “do nothing in a spirit of
faction” (Phil ii. 3); to the Smyrnzans (c. iv.) “I endure all
things, for He, the perfect Man, strengtheneth me”; and (c. xi.),
“being perfect, be ye also perfectly minded.” These passages,
taken together, are good evidence for Ignatius’ knowledge of
the Epistle.

All the ancient Versions, including the oldest Syriac (cent. 2),
and all the lists of N. T. books, of cent. 2, contain the Epistle.

Such evidence, combined on the one hand with the total
absence of ancient negative testimony, and on the other with
the perfect naturalness, and intense and tender individuality,
of the Epistle itself, is abundantly enough to satisfy all but the
ultra-scepticism which, however ingenious, really originates in
@ priori views. Such surely is the account to be given of the
theory of F. C. Baur (1796—1860)—that the Epistle is a fabri-
cation of the second century, betraying a development of
doctrine? and life later than the age of St Paul, and aiming
at a reconciliation between divergent Church parties (see on
iv. 2 below). His objections to the Epistle have, however,

1 Preserved by Eusebius, Zist. Eccl., v. cc. i.—iv. The quotation
is from c. ii.
2 See further, Appendix F.
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been discarded as futile even by rationalizing critics, such as
Hilgenfeld, Pfleiderer, and Renan!. Alford (Greek Test., iii. p. 27)
says, “ To those who would see an instance of the very insanity of
hypercriticism I would recommend the study of these pages of
Baur [Pawulus, der Apostel Fesu Christiy, pp. 458—475) They
are almost as good, by way of burlesque, as the ¢Historic
Doubts respecting Napoleon Buonaparte’ of Abp Whately.
According to [Baur] all #swal expressions prove its spuriousness,
as being taken from other Epistles; all unuswal expressions
prove the same, as being from another than St Paul, &c.”
Lightfoot says (PZil., p. 74), “1 cannot think that the mere fact
of their having been brought forward by men of ability and
learning is sufficient to entitle objections of this stamp to a
serious refutation.” Salmon says (/ntrod. to N. T., pp. 465, 6),
“Baur has pronounced this Epistle dull, uninteresting, mono-
tonous, characterized by poverty of thought, and want of origin-
ality. But one only loses respect for the taste and skill of the
critic who can pass such a sentence on one of the most touch-
ing and interesting of Paul’s letters. So far is it from shewing
signs of having been manufactured by imitation of the other
Epistles that it reveals aspects of Paul’s character which the
other letters had not presented...Elsewhere we are told how the
Apostle laboured with his own hands for his support, and
declared that he would rather die than let the disinterestedness
of his preaching be suspected; here we find (iv. 10—19) that
there was no false pride in his independence, and that when there
was no likelihood of misrepresentation, he could gracefully accept
the ungrudged gifts of affectionate converts. Elsewhere we read
only of his reprobation of Christian teachers who corrupted the
simplicity of the Gospel; here we are told (i. 18) of his satis-
faction that, by the efforts even of those whose motives were
not pure, the Gospel of Christ should be more widely published.”

1 Wittichen, a decidedly negative recent critic, admits the PAilip-
Ppians as genuine. (Leben Fesu, p. 14 ; quoted by Edersheim, Prophecy
and History, &., p. 68, note.)
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CHAPTER 1V.

RELATION OF THE EPISTLE TO THE OTHER EPISTLES OF
THE FIRST IMPRISONMENT.

‘WE have pointed out the strong doctrinal link of connexion
between the Philippian Epistle and the Romans with its at-
tendant Epistles. We find in the Pkhilippians an the other
hand indications of similar connexion with the Epkesians and
the Colossians, and such indications as to harmonize with the
theory advocated above (p. 16) that these Epistles were dated
some time later in St Paul’s captivity.

In two directions chiefly these connexions appear; (a) in the
view of the Church as a City or Commonwealth, and (9) in the
view of Christ’s personal Glory.

Under the first head, cp. Phil. iii. 20, with Eph, ii. 12, 19,
remembering that nowhere in the Epistles written before
the Roman imprisonment is this view of the Church distinctly
presented.

Under the second head, cp. Phil. ii. 5—11 with Eph. i. 17—
23, ii. 8, &c.; Col. i. 15—19, &c. And cp. Phil ii. 10 with
Eph. i. 20; Col i. 20. In the earlier Epistles the Apostle was
guided to the fullest statements of the salvation wrought out by
Christ, especially in its judicial and propitiatory aspects. But
this exposition of the grace and wonder of His personal majesty,
personal self-abasement, and personal exaltation after it, is in
a great measure a new development in the revelations given
through St Paul.

Observe in connexion with this the insistence on the blessed-
ness of “knowing Him” (iii. 10), compared with the glowing
language of Eph. iii. 19 (“to Znow the love of Christ, &c.”).
Most certainly the idea is present everywhere in the Epistles of
St Paul; but it reaches its full prominence in this group of
Epistles, as other sides of truth do in the Romans and -the
Galatians.
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Among minor notes of kinship in these Epistles observe the
view of faith as the “gif? of God” (Phil. i. 29; Eph. ii. 8);
the mention of the Divine “good pleasure®, or gracious sovereign
purpose (Phil. ii. 13; Eph. i. 4); the phrase “preack Christ”
(Phil. i. 16, 18; Col. i. 28); the Apostle’s “joy” in his trials
(Phil. i, 18; Eph. iii. 13; Col. i. 24); the Divine “snworking”
in the saints (Phil. ii. 13; Col. i. 29; cp. Eph. ii. 10); and the -
following words or phrases peculiar to these among the Pauline
Epistles—rarewoppooiym (Phil. ii. 3; Eph. iv. 2; Col. iii. 12),
omAdyxva olkrippay (or nearly so) (Phil ii. 1; Col. iii. 12; cp.
Philem. 7, 12, 20); douy edwdias (Phil. iv. 18; Eph. v. 2); ém-
xopnyia (Phil. i, 19; Eph. iv. 16; cp. Col. ii. 19).

CHAPTER V.
THE EPISTLE OF POLYCARP TO THE PHILIPPIANS,

THIs Epistle, the only other extant letter addressed to the
Church of Philippi, has been already mentioned (p. 21). For
the text, fully edited with notes, see Lightfoot’s Apostolic
Fathers, Part 11. vol. ii,, sect. 2, pp. 898, &c. We give a trans-
ation of the Epistle slightly abridged. It is interesting to
observe the wealth of N. T. quotations, and the frequent tacit
allusions to the topics of St Paul’s Epistle. All clear Scripture
quotations are italicized, as well as phrases apparently sug-
gested by Scripture.

POLYCARP and his elders to the Church of God sojourning at
Philippi; grace and peace be multiplied from God Almighty
and Jesus Christ our Saviour.

i 7 rejoiced greatly with you in the Lord, in your joy on
welcoming those Copies? of the True Love, chained with those
holy fetters which are the diadems of the elect; and that your
long-renowned faith persists, and bears fruit to Christ, who for

1 Ignatius and his companion Confessors.
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our sins died and rose, in whom, not having seen Him, you
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, a joy into which
many long to enter, knowing that dy grace ye have been saved,
not of works, but by the will of God in Christ.

ii. So gird up your loins, forsake the prevalent specious
errors, believe on Him who raised our Lord from the dead and
gave Him glory, to whom (Christ) all things in heaven and
earth are subjected, to whom every living thing does service,
who comes Zo judge the quick and dead, whose blood God will
require of the unbelieving. He who raised Him wil/ raise us
also, if we walk in His ways, abstaining from all injustice,
avarice, and evil-speaking, not rendering evil for evil or railing
Jor railing; remembering how the Lord said, Judge not, that
ye be not judged; blessed are the poor, and the persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of God.

iii. I write thus concerning righteousness, not of my own
motion but because you have invited me. Neither I nor any
like me can approach the wisdom of the blessed and glorious
Paul, who when among you, face to face with the men of that
day, taught accurately and with certainty the word concerning
the truth, who also when absent wrote to you letters!, which if
you study diligently you shall be able to be built up in the faith
given you; which faith is ke mother of us all, followed by
hope, and by hope’s forerunner, love to God, to Christ, and ta
our neighbour. For if any one is given to these, he hath ful-
filled the precept of righteousness. He who hath love is far
from all sin.

iv. Now the beginning of all evils is the love of money. We
brought nothing into the world, and can carry nothing out.
Let us put on the armour of righteousness and teach one another
to walk in the precept. Teach your wives too to walk in the
faith, love, and purity given them, faithful to their husbands in
all truth, amiable to all around them in true modesty, training
their children in the fear of God. Let your widows be sober in

1 Sce p. 21,
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the faith; instant in intercession, holding aloof from evil-speak-
ing, from avarice, and from all wrong. They are God’s altar,
and He inspects the victim to see if it has any blemish.

v. God is not mocked, let us walk worihy of His precept
and glory. Let the deacons (d7aconi, ministers) be blameless
before Him, as ministers of God and Christ, avoiding likewise
evil-speaking, and avarice, and unkindness, before Him who
was minister of all. 1f we please Him in this world we shall
receive the world to come; if we walk (lit., live as citizens)
worthy of Him, we shall reign with Him, if we believe. Let
the juniors too walk in holy strictness. Every lust warreth
against the spirit; fornicators and such like skall not inkerit
the kingdom. So let them watch and abstain ; let them submit
to the elders and deacons. And let the virgins walk in
holiness.

vi. The presbyters should be compassionate, watchful over
the erring, the weak, the widows, orphans, and poor, providing
always for that whick is good before God and men, renouncing -
wrath, partiality, avarice, and rash judgment. If we ask remis-
sion, we must remit. We must all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ, and give account eack of himself. Let us do Him
bond-service, as He bade us, and His Apostles, and the Pro-
phets who skewed before of His coming. Be zealous for good;
avoid offences, and false brethren, who deccive the careless.

vii. For whosoever confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come
tn the flesh is antichrist. Whosoever confesses not the mystery
of the Cross is of the devil. Whosoever perverts the Lord’s
oracles to his lusts, and says that there is neither resurrection
nor judgment, is Satan’s firstborn, So let us forsake the
current vain doctrines, and turn to the once-delivered Gospel,
walching unlo prayer, persevering in fastings, praying the all-
seeing God ot lo lead us into temptation; as the Lord said,
The spirvit is willing, but the flesh is weak.

viii. Let us hold fast to our hope and to #%¢ earnest of our
righteousness, which earnest is Christ Jesus, wko dore our sins
tn His own body lo the tree; who did no sin, ncither was guile
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Jound in His moutk; who bore all that we might live in Him.
Let us imitate His patience. If we suffer for Him, let us
glorify Him.—He left us this example.

ix. All of you obey the word of righteousness, and practise
true endurance, which you have seen exemplified before you
not only in blessed Ignatius, Zosimus, and Rufus, but in others
of your own body, and in Paul himself and the other Apostles.
You know that they all d%d not run in vain. They have gone,
in the path of faith and righteousness, to their promised (ht.,
owed) place, beside the Lord with whom they suffered.

x. Stand fast then, according to His example, steadfast and
unmoveabdle in the jfaith, kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love; sharing together in truth, in the Lord’s gentle-
ness (moderation, Phil. iv. 5) preferring one another. When
able to do good, defer it not, for alinsgiving rescueth from death
(Tobit iv. 11, xii. 9). AU being subject to one another, have
your conversation honest among the Gentiles, that by your good
works you may obtain praise, and the Lord be not blasphemed.
Teach all men true sobriety.

xi. Iam exceedingly grieved for Valens, once made an elder
among you, that he so ignores the position given him. Do you
avoid avarice; be pure, be true. He who cannot steer himself
aright in such duties, how can he preach them? If he avoids
avarice he will be defiled by idolatry, and judged as one of the
Gentiles. Know we not that the saints shall judge the world?
as Paul teaches. I never heard of such sins in you, among
whom the blessed Paul toiled, who were his “(living) epistles™
in the first (days of the Gospel). About you he glories in the
churckes which knew the Lord before we knew Him. I am
deeply grieved for Valens, and for his wife; God grant them
repentance. Count them not as enemies, but restore them as
diseased and wandering members, that your whole body may be
in safety.

xii. You know the holy Scripturcs perfectly; a knowledge

1 So Lightfoot explains the difficult sentence.
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not granted to me. Only, (I know that) it is there said, Be angry
and sin not; let not the sun go down upon your wrath. Now
the God and Father of our Lord, and He, the eternal High-
Priest, (our) God?, Jesus Christ, build you up in all holiness,

- and give you part and lot among His saints, and to us with you,
and to all everywhere who shall believe on our Lord and God
Jesus Christ, and on His Father who raised Him from the
dead. Pray for all the saints, and for kings and rulers, and for
them that persecute you, and for the enemies of the Cross, that
your fruit may be manifest in all things, that ye may be perfect
in Him.

xiii. Both you and Ignatius have asked me that, if a mes-
senger is leaving us for Syria, he may carry your letter with
ours. This I will do, in person or by delegate. The letter
of Ignatius to us, and all others in our hands, we have sent
you, as you desired, attached to this letter. They will greatly
benefit you spiritually. Report to us anything you hear of
Ignatius’ companions.

xiv. My letter-bearer is Crescens, whom again I commend
to you, as a blameless Christian. His sister too I commend to
you, in prospect. Farewell in the Lord Jesus Christ, in grace,
with all who are yours. Amen. '

CHAPTER VL
ARGUMENT OF ST PAUL'S EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS.

CH. I, 1—3. PavuL and Timotheus, servants of Jesus Christ, greet
the Christians of Philippi and their Church-officers, invoking blessing
on them from the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

8--11. Paul assures them that his whole thought of them is full of
thanksgiving, his every prayer for them full of joy, in view of their
warm, steadfast cooperation from the first in his evangelical labours,

1 So Lightfoot; in preference to the reading, “tke Som of God,”
which he thinks to be later.



INTRODUCTION. 29

He is quite sure [on this bright evidence] that the work of grace in them
will reach its consummation in glory. His affectionate regard for them
is but just, so fully have they claimed his heart by their identification of
themselves with him in the trials of captivity and the toils of Christian
witnessing and teaching. God knows with what yearning tenderness,
drawn from the heart of Christ, he misses them and longs for them.
[And his affection expresses itself above all things in prayer], the
prayer that their love [of which he for one has had such proofs] may
increasingly be guided and fortified by a quick spiritual perception,
sifting truth from error, holiness from sin, and forming a character
which at the Great Day should prove pure in principle, and rich in the
fruit [of the Spirit], fruit generated by communion with .Christ, and
bringing glory to God. |

13—20. As regards his own present circumstances, he rejoices to
inform them that they are conducing to the advance of the Gospel at
Rome. [His imprisonment is in itself a mission]; its connexion [not
with political or social offences but] with Christ is now well known
throughout the Imperial Guard [which supplied his warders] and among
the Romansin general. And the Roman Christians, for the most part, have
felt a spiritual impetus [after a time of depression]. His captivity has
nerved them to bear a bolder witness among their heathen neighbours.
[True, there is a shadow across this light]; some thus proclaim Christ
[with new energy] from motives of opposition to Paul, while others do
so in loyal sincerity. On the one side is love, which sees in the
imprisoned Apostle a centre of action, set there by Christ, for the
propagation of the Gospel; on the other side is the spirit of the
partizan and of self, defiling the motive of the work, actually wishing
to make his imprisonment doubly trying [by intercepting enquirers
and converts]. Does it matter to him? [No—and] yes. [No, so far
as his peace in God is concerned], yes, [2appily yes, so far as the spread
of the primary Gospel truth is concerned]. For thus in every way
Christ is being proclaimed. Here is cause of joy for Paul ; and here
shall be cause of joy [even in the eternal future]; for the situation shall
only animate the Philippians to earnest prayer for him, and this shall
bring him a new fulness of the Holy Spirit, and so shall promote his
grace and glory. Yes, it shall forward the realization of his longing

anticipation, that at this crisis, as at all others, Christ shall be glorified,
whether through his body’s living energies, or through his submission
to his body’s death, -
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21—26. For indeed life is for him identified with, summed up in,
Christ; and death, [as the introduction to Christ’s fuller presence] is
gain [even over such a life). If [it is his Lord’s will that] he should
live on, [the prolonged life] will mean only larger work with richer
fruit. And indeed the case is one of blessed dilemma, Personal
preference is for dying, dying into the presence of Christ; a far, far
better state [than the best here]; while duty, manifested in the needs
of his converts, is for living patiently on. And thus he feels sure that
he will live on, for the spiritual benefit of his converts, and particularly
in order that his restoration to them in bodily presence may give them
fresh occasion for triumph in Christ.

27—80. Meanwhile, let them live a life of holy practical consistency.
Above all, let him see, or let him hear, as the case may be, that they
are standing firm, and standing Zogether, cordially at one in Christian
witness and work, and calm amidst opposing terrors. Such calmness
[under such circumstances] will be an omen of their opponents’ ruin
and their own coming heaven. God has thus adjusted things, God who
has granted them not only faith in Christ but alsa the privilege of
suffering for Him; a conflict one with that which they had seen in
Paul’s case [at Philippi] and now hear of in his case [at Rome].

CH. IT.1—4. [Ves, let them above all things %o/d togetker, watching
against a tendency towards internal dissension; a tendency which he
fears has shewn itself, however faintly, amongst them} By the
common blessings of believers, by the pity of their human hearts,
he begs them to crown his joy in them with the joy of an assurance
that they are living in holy harmony; shunning the spirit of self,
taking each the lowest room, entering with unselfish love into each
other’s needs.

5—11. Let them remember, and reflect, the supreme Self-forgetfulness
of their Saviour. He, [in His preexistent glory,] being and seeming
God, [looked indeed on the things of others]. He dealt with His true
and eternally right Equality with His Father [in nature and majesty]
not as a thing held, like a prize of strength or guile, anxiously and for
Himself, [but as a thing which admitted of an act of most gracious
sacrifice for others’ good]. In a marvellous ‘‘Exinanition” [He laid
by the manifested glories of Deity], and willed to be, and to seem,
[as Man], the Bondservant [of God], putting on the visible garb of
embodied manhood, [while always also more than man]. Aye, and

|
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.having thus presented himself to men as man, He bowed yet lower,
[in His supreme outlook ‘‘upon the things of others,’’] in His supreme
obedience to His God; He extended that obedience to the length of
dying, dying on a Cross, [that last degradation in the eyes of Gentile and
Jew]. [So He “pleased not Himself,” and now, what was the result?]
The Father raised Him to the eternal throne [in His now double glory,
God and Man], giving to Him [as the once-abased One] the rights of
supreme Majesty, that all creation in all spheres should worship Him,
and the Father through Him, all beings confessing that Jesus Christ is
“I AM,” to the Father’s glory.

12—18. [With such an Example in view] let the beloved Philip-
pians, now as always obedient to Paul’s appeals, so watch, so live,
in tender, solemn earnestness (and more than ever now, in the absence
of their Apostle, [whose presence might have seemed to excuse in them a
lack of such care] as to realize and carry out the plan of their salvation.
[And to promote at once their solemn care and their restful hope let
them remember that] it is God who is personally effecting in them
[in the regenerate life] both their holy desires and their just works,
in order to accomplish His own blessed purposes, Let them renounce
all mutual murmurings and dissensions; seeking to prove their spiritual
sonship by a perfectly consistent walk, in the midst of a rebellious
world, in whose darkness they are seen as spiritual stars; offering the
news of Christ to their neighbours’ notice. So Paul would rejoice at
the Great Day, looking back on his course of toil, that he had not lived
in vain. [Aye, and that he had not d7ed in vain]; for what if he should
after all shed his blood as a libation on the altar at which the Phi-
lippians offered themselves a living sacrifice? He would rejoice, and
would congratulate his converts. Let them rejoice, and congratulate
him,

19—80. [But to turn to another subject;] he hopes to send Timothy
ere long, to report to him (it will be a cheering report) on their state.
None of the Christians round him is so entirely in sympathy with
him and with Philippi. Others of his friends might otherwise go, but
alas their devotedness to the Lord’s will proves too partial. As for
Timothy, the Philippians know by old experience how he had done
bondservice to the Lord, with Paul, [in their very midst,] in a perfectly
filial spirit. Immediately on Paul’s learning the issue of the trial,
Timothy shall thus be sent. And he trusts ere long to follow person-
ally to Philippi. Epaphroditus meanwhile, Paul’s fellow-labourer, and
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the bearer of the Philippians’ bounty to him, is to be spared and sent
immediately, as a matter of duty. That duty is made plain by
Epaphroditus’ state of feeling—his yearning to revisit Philippi, his sore
_ trouble at the thought of the grief which must have been caused at
Philippi by news there of his serious illness, He has indeed been
ill, almost fatally. But God has spared him the grief [of premature
removal from his work, and of being the cause of mourning at
Philippi], and has spared Paul too the grief of bereavement added
to his other trials. So he has taken pains to send him [in charge of the
present Epistle], to the joy of the Philippians and the alleviation of Paul’s
own sadness. Let them give their messenger a glad Christian welcome
back again. Let them shew their value for him and such as him.
For Christ’s work’s sake he has all but lost his life; he has run great
hazards with it, in order to do for them, in their loving assistance to
Paul, what in person they could not do.

CH. III. 1—8. Now to draw to a close. Let them rejoice in the
Lord [as their all in all, cherishing a joyful insight into His fulness as
their Righteousness and Life]. In effect, he has been saying this all
along. But to emphasize it again is welcome to him and wholesome
for them. Let them beware of the Pharisee-Christian, [cruelly exclusive,
while] really excluding himself from the true Israel; of the advocate of
salvation by works, himself a bungling work-man; of the assertors
of a circumcision that is only now a physical maltreatment. We
Christians are the true circumcised Israel, worshipping by the rites
of the Spirit, making Christ Jesus our boast, renouncing all trust in
self,

4—11. If indeed such self-trust ever has just grounds, Pas/ claims
it. He can surpass the claims of any such theorists [on their own
principles,] in point of sacrament, pedigree, education, school of
ascetic piety, tremendous earnestness, punctilious observance. These
things were once his hoarded gains; but he has now decisively judged
them to be one great loss, in the light of that Christ [to whose glory
they blinded him]. VYes, and he holds that judgment now, con-
cerning not these things only, but all things whatever [that can obscure
his view of] the surpassing bliss of knowing Him as Saviour and as
Lord. For Him he has been deprived of his all, and treats it now
as refuse, that he may [in exchange] gain CHRIST for his, and be found
[by the Judge] in living urion with Him, presenting to the Eternal
Holiness not a satisfying claim of his own, based on fulfilment of the
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Law as covenant of life, but the satisfying claim which consists of
Christ for him, appropriated by humble trust; God’s way of accept-
ance, thus made good for Paul. [And is this to terminate in itself,
in acceptance of his guilty person, and no more? Noj;] its true,
its necessary issue is that he gets to know his Redeemer spiritually
[in His personal glory and beauty], and to experience the power of His
resurrection [as conveying assurance of peace and hope of glory, and
also in the inflow of His blessed Risen Life], and the joy of entrance,
[in measure,] into His experience as the Sufferer, [bearing the cross daily
after Him], growing thus into ever truer conformity to His willingness
to die. And all this, with the longing to attain [in the path of
holiness], at any cost [of self-surrender], to the resurrection of glory [in
Him who died to rise again].

13—16. [Meantime—there is reason why he should say it—] he
is not yet at the goal, not yet perfected. He is pressing on, aiming
-to grasp that crown which Christ who grasped him [in conversion]
converted him that he might grasp. [Others may say of themselves
and their perfection what they willl; Pau/ does not think of himself
as having grasped that crown. His concentrated purpose is to re-
nounce all complacency in attainment, and to seek for ever higher
things, and to take for his aim nothing short of that eternal glory which
is the Divine Arbiter’s award at the close of that life. of heavenly
conversion which is ours in Christ, Are any of us perfect Christians,
then? [Christians mature and ideal?] Let us shew it [among other
things] by such humbling views [of our personal imperfection, and
of the greatness of our goal]. Should their views in this matter still
differ from his own, he leaves them with calmness to the sure processes
of God’s enlightening grace [in experience]. Only, up to present
light and knowledge, let harmony of conviction, and so of behaviour
and action, be cherished by Apostle and converts alike.

17—31. [Nay, let him solemnly appeal to them to] become imi~
tators, one and all, of his principles and practice, and to take for their
visible models those among them who manifestly lived those prin-
ciples out. For there were many [so-called Christians abroad whose
life was a terrible and ensnaring travesty of the Gospel of free grace,
antinomian claimants of a position in Christ lited above the holy
moral law, men] of whom he often warned them at Philippi, and warns
them now, even with tears [over their own ruin and over the deadly
mischief they do]. These men are the real enemies of the Cross [which

PHILIPPIANS 3
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won our pardon, but only that we might be holy). Their end [in such
a path] is eternal perdition. Their God is [not He with whom they
claim special intimacy but] their own sensual appetites. They boast
[of their insight and experience], but their lofty claims are their deepest
disgrace. ‘Their interests and ideas, [pretending to soar above the
skies], are really “of the earth, earthy.” [Such teachings, and lives,
are utterly alien to those of Paul and his true followers]. The seat
and centre of #keir life is in heaven, whose citizens they are [free of
its privileges, ‘“obliged by its nobility”]. And from heaven they are
looking, [in a life governed by that look], for the Lord Jesus Christ,
as Saviour [of body as well as of soul]. e shall transfigure the body
which now abases and encumbers us into true and eternal likeness to
the Body He now wears upon the throne. [Do they ask, how can
this be?] It is a possibility measured by His ability to subdue to
His will, and to His purposes, nothing less than all things.

CH. IV. 1—7. [With such a present, and such a future], let the dear
and sorely missed Philippians [cleanse themselves from all pollution,
and to that end] let them keep close to Christ, or rather dwell in Christ.
[Let them in particular renounce the spirit of self; and here] he entreats
two Christian women, Euodia and Syntyche, to renounce their differ-
ences. And let his truehearted yoke-fellow [Epaphroditus?] help these
two persons to a loving reconciliation, remembering how they toiled and
strove for the cause of Christ, by Paul’s side, [in the old days]; and let
Clement, and Paul’s other fellow-labourers, whose names the Lord has
marked for heaven, do the like kind service [for Euodia and Syntyche].
Let all rejoice always in the Lord; yes, let them indeed r¢joice in Him !
Let all around them find them self-forgetful, void of self; the Lord's
[remembered] presence is the way to this. Let them be anxious in
no circumstance ; everything must bhe taken at once to God in prayer,
with thanksgiving. Then the peace of God, [the glad tranquillity caused
by His presence and rule in the heart], shall encircle as with walls their
inner world and its actings, as they dwell in Christ.

8—9. In conclusion, let their minds, [thus shielded, not lie idle,
but] be occupied with all that is true, honourable, right, pure, amiable;
with all that man truly calls virtue, all that has the praise of his
conscience.

And once more, let them practise the ptinciples they have learned of
Paul, and seen exemplified in him. So the God of peace, [peace in
the soul and in the community], shall be with them.
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10—20. [He must not close without loving thanks for a gift of
money, for himself and his work, received lately from them.] It has
given him holy joy to find that their thought about him has burst into
life and fruit again after an interval. Not that they had ever forgotten
him; but for some time (he knows) no means of communication had
been found. Not, again, that he has been feeling any painful deficiency;
for himself, he has learned the lesson of independence of circumstances.
He understands the art of meeting poverty and plenty [in equal peace].
He has been let into the secret-how to live so. [And the secret is—
Jesus Christ]. In living union with Him and His spiritual power,
Paul can meet every incident of the will of God, [to bear it, or to do it].
Not that he does not warmly feel their loving participation [by this
gift] in his trials. But [there was no need of this particular gift to
assure him of their affection]; they will remember that when he first
evangelized Macedonia, and was now leaving it, they were the only
Church which aided him with money; more such gifts than one reached
him even when he was no further off than Thessalonica. Do not let
them think that he is hunting for their money [by such reminiscences];
no, [so far as he welcomes their money at all] it is because such gifts
are deposits bearing rich interest of blessing for the givers. But he has
indeed been supplied, and over-supplied, in this contribution now sent
by Epaphroditus’ hands; this sweet incense from the altar [of self-
sacrificing love to Christ in His servant]. For himself, [he can send
back no material present, but] his God shall supply their every need,
out of the wealth of eternal love and power, lodged for the saints
in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be the glory for ever.
Amen.

21—33. Let them greet individually from him every Christian of
their number. The Christians associated with him greet them. So do
all the Roman believers, especially those connected with the Imperial
household.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with their inmost being.
Amen,



Ir we submit oursclves fairly and honestly to the influence which
the Gospel would bring to bear upon us, we may trust it to verify itself
by producing inwardly *righteousness, and peace, and joy, in the Holy
Ghost.” There is no manner of question that it was thus with the
great Apostle, and if the faith he preached is a living reality, it is not
only capable of producing the like results now, but must and will do so,
where there is a corresponding hold of it. If in Christ Jesus there is
forgiveness of sins, and if by Him * all that believe are justified,” then,
most assuredly, that which was offered by St Paul...to all, without
distinction, is the heritage of Gentile as well as Jew, and may be the
priceless possession of Englishmen in the ninetecnth century after
Christ, no less than of Greeks and Asiatics in the first. There wants
but the same tenacious grasp of truth, the same uncompromising zeal,
the same unflinching boldness, and the ancient message will awaken
the old response. The same flower will bud and open, will form and
set, in the mature and golden autumn of Christian experience, into the
same rich, fragrant...fruit, which will be * Christ in us, the hope of
glory.”

STANLEY LEATHES, D.D.; T Witness of St Duul lo Christ,
pp. 87—8.




THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE

TO THE

PHILIPPIANS.

PAUL and Timotheus, the scrvants of Jesus Christ, to1
all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi,

TITLE.

The oldest known form is the briefest, To THE PHILIPPIANS, or,
exactly, To THE PHILIPPESIANS (see oniv. 15). So in the ““Subscrip-
tion” to the Epistle, which see. The title as in the Authorized Version
agrees with that adopted in the Elzevir editions of 1624, 1633.

CH. I. 1—3. GREETING.

1. Paul]l See Acts xiii. 9. The Apostle })robably bore, from in-
fancy, both the two names, Saw/ (Saoul, Saulus) and Paul. See on
Eph. i. 1, and Romans, p. 8, in this Series.

Timotheus] Named 24 times in N. T. See Acts xvi. 1 for his
parentage and early home, and for indications of his character as man
and Christian cp. 1 Cor. iv. 17, xvi. 10, 11; 1 Tim. i. 2; 2 Tim. i.
4, 5; and especially below, ii. 19—23. His association with St Paul
was intimate and endeared, and his connexion with the Philippian
Church was close. See Acts xvi., where it is clearly implied that with
Silas he accompanied St Paul on his first visit to Philippi (cp. xvii. 14,
and below, ii. 22), though for unknown reasons he did not share the
maltreatment of his friends. Later, Acts xx. 4, he appears accom-

ying St Paul from Macedonia to Asia Minor, and the mention of
hilippi, ver. 6, makes it Emctically certain that by then Philippi had
been visited again. With Macedonia generally, including of course
‘Thessalonica, we find his name often connected; see mentions of him
in Acts xvii. and xix. 32; 3 Cor. (written in Macedonia) i. 1; 1 Thess.
iii. 2, 6.—His name is associated as here with St Paul’s 2 Cor. i. 1;
Col. i. 13 1 Thess. i, 1; 2 Thess. i. 1.—In this Epistle the associatiop
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s with the bishops and deacons: grace 4¢ unto you, and

begins and ends with this verse, and the Apostle writes at once in the
singular number. It is otherwise in 2 Cor., Col., and Thess.

the servants] Bondservants, slaves. The word is used by St Paul
of himself (with or without his missionary brethren), Rom. i. 1; Gal.
i. 10; Tit. 1. 1. Cp. Acts xx. 19, xxvii. 23; Gal. vi. 17. He was a
bondservant, in the absolute possession of his redeeming Lord, not
only as an apostle but as a Christian; but he loves to emphasize the
fact in connexion with his special mode of service. On the principles
and conditions of the believer’s sacred and happy bondservice see
e.g. Matt. vi. 24; Luke xvii. 7—10; Rom. vi. 19, vii. 6; 1 Cor. vi.
20, vii. 22; Eph. vi. 7; 2 Tim. ii. 24. The word with its imagery
conveys the truth that the spiritual bondservant is altogether and always
not only the helper, or agent, but the property and implement of his
Master; having no rights whatever as against Him.. Only, the Master
being what He is, this real bondage is transfigured always into the
s perfect freedom” of the regenerate and loving heart.

of Fesus Christ] Better, on documentary evidence, of Christ Jesus.
This order of our blessed Lord’s Name and Title is almost peculiar
to St Paul, and is the most frequent of the two orders in his writings.
1t is calculated that he uses it (assuming the latest researches in the
Greek text to shew right results) 87 times, and * Fesus Christ” 78 (see
The Expositor, May, 1888). The slight emphasis on * Christ” is
sugfstive of a special reference of thought to the Lord in glory.

the saints] Holy ones; men separated from sin to God. The word
takes the man, or the community, on profession; as being what they
ought to be. This is not to lower the native meaning of ¢he word,
but to use a well-understood h‘ys)othesis in the application of it. A
saint is not merely a professing follower of Christ, but a professing fol-
lower assumed to be what he professes. He who is not. this is in name
only and not in deed a saint, faithful, a child of God, and the like.
See Appendix B.

in LB rist Fesus] Holy ones, because united in Life and Covenant,
by grace, to the Holy One of God. See further on Eph. i. 1, and below,
on ver. 8.

Philippi] See Introduction, p, 10, &c.

with the bishops and deacons] 1In this address the laity come before
the clergy.—‘ With,” because these persons, though merely some of
“‘the saints” as men, were differenced from the others by office. Apart
from all questions in detail on the Christian Ministry, observe this
primeval testimony to some already established and recognized order
and regimen in a young Church; to a special ‘‘oversight” and “‘service”
committed to not all but some.—The *“bishop” (episcopus) of this
passage is identical with the ‘“presbyter” of e.g. Acts xx. 17, called
episcopus there, ver. 28. For further remarks on the offices here
mentioned, see Appendix C.

2. Grace be unlo you, &c.] See, on the whole verse, the notes in
this Series on Eph. i. 2, where the wording is identical.—*¢ Grace,” as a
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peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always 3
in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,

Scriptural term, demands careful study. In its true idea, kindness is
always present, with the special thought of entire and marked absence
of obligation in the exercise of it. It is essentially unmerited and free.

ee e.g. Rom. xi. 6. In its normal application, the word denotes the
action of Divine kindness either in the judicial acceptance of the believer
“not according to- his works,” for Christ’s sake (e.g. Rom. iii. 24),
or in the gift and continuance of new life and power to the believer
(e.g- 1 Cor. xv. 10). And, as the action is never apart from the Agent,
we may say that grace in the first reference is *God for us” (Rom.
viii. 31), in the second, ‘‘God in us” (below, ii. 13).—In the first
reference grace is the antithesis to meri/, in the second to nature.

our Fatker] in the new birth and life, which is coextensive with
union with Christ the Son. See below, on ii. 15.

8—11. THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER FOR THE PHILIPPIAN
SAINTS.

8. 7 thank] So Rom. i. 8; 1 Cor. i. 4; Eph. i, 16; Col. i. 3;
x Thess. i. 3, ii. 13; 2 Thess. i. 3, ii. 13; Philem. 4. St Paul’s thanks-
givings for the two Macedonian Churches, Philippi and Thessalonica,
are peculiarly warm and full. See Bp Lightfoot here. Observe the
recognition in all these thanksgivings of God as the whole cause of
all goodness in the saints.

my God] So Rom. i. 8; 1 Cor. 1. 4; 3 Cor. xii. 21; below, iv. 193
Philem. 4. Cp. also Acts xxvii. 23; Gal. ii. 20; and below, iii. 8.
See too Psal. Ixiii. 1, and many other O. T. passages.—Profound per-
sonal appropriation and realization speaks in the phrase. And we are
remindeg that the salvation of the Church takes place through the
salvation of individuals, and their personal coming to (Joh. vi. 37) and
incorporation into Christ.

upon every remembrance] Lit. and better, in my whole remem-
hrance; as in a habit rather than as in single acts. For such remem-
brance, and its expressions, cp. Rom. i. 9; Eph. i. 16; 1 Thess. i. 3;
2 Tim. i. 3; Philem. 4.

4. cvery prayer] every request. The Greek word is narrower than
that, e.g. Eph. i. 16, which includes the whole action of worskip. See
below on iv. 6.

Jor you all] See, for the same phrase, or kindred words, vv. 7, 8,
15, ii. 17, 26. We seem to see, in this emphasis on the word ¢ al/,”
a gentle reference to the danger of partizanship and divisions at Philippi.
See Introduction, p. 19.

reguest] Lit. and better, the request just mentioned.

with joy] These words strike the key-note of a main strain of the
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s for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until
6 now; being confident of this very #4ing, that he which hath
begun a good work in you will perform ## until the day of

Epistle.—They are here the emphatic words of the sentence. He-
illustrates the assurance of his thankfulness for them by saying that
every request for them is lighted up with happiness. For St Paul’s
joy over his converts’ consistency cp. 2 Cor. ii. 3, vii. 4, 13; below,
ii. 3, iv. 1; 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20, iii. 9; Philem. 7.

5. For your fellowship in the gospel] Lit. “on account of your
participation unto the Gospel”; i.e. because of your efforts, in union
with mine, for the furtherance of the Gospel. See R.V.; and cp.
2 Cor. ii. 13, and ii. 22 below. The immediate reference doubtless is
to the pecuniary help sent again and again to the Apostle as a mis-
sionary. (Seeiv. 10—19.) But the fact and thought would far transcend
this speciality.

Jrom the first day until now] See the passage below, just referred
to, for comment and explanation,

8. Being confident] This verse is a parenthesis in the thought,
suggested by the continuity “‘until now” of the Philippians’ love and
labour. The past of grace leads him to-speak of its future. The
English word “confident” happily represents the Greek, which like it
sometimes denotes 7e/iance, on definite grounds (so Matt. xxvii. 43;
Mark x. 24; 2 Cor. i. 9; below, ii. 24, iii. 3, 4; Heb, ii. 13, &c.),
sometimes a more or less arbitrary assurasmce (so Rom. ii. 19). In
every case in the N. T. the word indicates a feeling of personal
certainty, for whatever cause.

this very thing] A favourite phrase with St Paul; Rom. ix. 1%
(where he varies the phrase of the LXX.), xiii. 6; 2 Cor. ii. 3, v. 5,
vii. 11; Gal. ii. 10; Eph. vi. 18, 32; Col. iv. 8. . Elsewhere it occurs
only 2 Pet. i. 5, and there the reading is disputed. The words are
a characteristic touch of keen and earnest thought.

ke whick hath begun] Lit., he that began; at the crisis of their
evangelization and conversion. *‘ He” is God the Father (as habitually,
where nothing in the context defines Either of the Other Persons), the
supreme Author of the work of grace.

he Greek verb here occurs also Gal. iii. 3, where the crisis of con-
version is viewed from the converf’s point of view; ‘“ye began by the
Spirit.” The reference to the IHoly lS’pirit, however, reminds us there
also that a Divine enabling is absolutely needed in order to man’s
“beginning” the new life.

. @ good work] We may perhaps render the good work. The article
is absent in the Greek, but the reference is obviously to #4e work of
works. Cp. below, ii. 13, and note.

. will perform if] Better, as R.V., will perfect it. Cp. again Gal.
il;i. ﬁ,’ ?;”“ye began by the Spirit; are ye now being perfected by the

es

For the thought of this sentence cp. Ps. cxxxviii. 8; *‘the LORD
will complete (all) for me; O LoRrp, Thy mercy is for ever; forsake
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Jesus Christ: even as it is meet for me to think this of you 7,
all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in
my bonds, and #z the defence and confirmation of the

not the works of Thy hands.” There the individual believing soul
expresses the confidence of faith which is here expressed with regard
to the community (*“y0%”) of such souls.

until the day, &c.] The glorious goal of the redeeming process,
because then, and not before, the whAole being of the saint, body (Rom.
viii. 23) as well as spirit, shall be actually delivered from all the results
of sin.  The mention of this Day here is thus equally in point whether
or not the Apostle were contemplating a speedy or distant return of
the Lord. If He returns before the believer’s death, His coming is
of course the final crisis; if otherwise, *“the redemption of the dody,”
and so far the redemption of the being, is deferred. Cp. Eph. iv. 30;
3 Tim. i. 12.

The “Day” of Christ is mentioned below, i. 10, ii. 16; and alto-
gether, in St Paul, about twenty times. For the Lord’s own use of
the word * Day” for the Crisis of His Return as Judge and Redeemer,
cp. Matt. vii. 32, x. 15, xi. 23, 24, xil. 36, xxiv. 36; Luke xvii. 24, 26
(““days”), 30, 31, xxi. 34; Joh. vi. 39, 40, 44, 54.

7. meet] Lit., and better, just, right.

Jor me] The pronoun is emphatic in the Greek ; * for me, whatever
may be right for others.”

to think this] Detter, to be of this mind, to feel the thankfulness
and joy described above (ver. 3, 4). The Greek verb (a favourite with
St Paul) almost always denotes not an articulate act of thought but a
¢ state of mind.” See, for some passages where this remark is im-
gormnt, Rom. viii. s, 6, 7, 27; xii. 3, 16; below, iii. 15, 19; Col. iii. 2.

For another shade of meaning see iv. 10, and note.

of you] R.V., “‘on behalf of you.” His joyful thanks were given
not only ““about” them but ‘“on behalf” of them, as being an element
in fntercessory worship. But the usage of the Greek preposition allows
either rendering.

because, &c.f Such feelings are specially right for him, decause of
the intimacy of affectionate intercourse which has brought him into
living contact with the glow of their spiritual life.

7 have you in my heart] The Greek admits the rendering (A.V.
and R.V., margins) “ you have me in your heart’’ But the following
context favours the text.—For the warm thought, cp. 3 Cor. v. 12,
vi. 11, vii. 3; 1 Thess. ii. 17.

in my bonds] The first allusion in the Epistle to imprisonment.
Here again the grammar leaves two explanations open. Grammati-
cally, the Apostle may say eit/er that he has them in his heart both in
his bonds and in his advocacy of the Gospel; or that in both these ex-
periences they are partners of his grace. But the latter is the far more
probable. There is something artificial in the statement that he carried
them in his heart do¢4 in his imprisonment and in his work ; for to him
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s-gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. For God is my
record, how grecatly 1 long after you all in the bowels of

the two experiences would run up into one. But it would be natural
for the Philippians (see next note but one) to isolate the two experiences
of the Apostle in thought and sympathy.

the defence and confirmation] The two words are linked, in the
Greek, into one idea. ‘‘Defence”:—Greek, apologia. For the word,
see Acts xx. I, xxv. 16; below, 16; and esp. 1 Pet. iii. 15. Unlike our
word ““apology,” in its every-day use, it means the statement of a good
case against an accuser. Acts xxviii. 17—323 shews us St Paul “apolo-
gizing” in his Roman prison.—The early ““Apologies” for Christianity,
e.g. by Justin and Tertullian (cent. 2), are apologies in this sense.

ye all are partakers of my grace] This been explained to mean
that they too knew by experience the power of grace under imprison-
ment and in evangelistic work. But we have no reason to think that
““all” (if indeed any) of the Philippian converts had been imprisoned
at this date. The natural meaning 1s that their sympathy, and active
assistance (iv. to—llg), had so united them with both the bearing and
doing of Apostle that in this sense they were bound with him, and
worked with him, and felt the power of God with him.—The word
¢‘grace” here }ns in Rom. i. 5; Eph. iii. 2, 8) may refer to the gracious
£ift to him of apostolic work and trial, rather than to the internal
Divine power for service. In this case, still more plainly, the Philip-
pians were partners in ¢ his grace.”—A closer rendering of the Greek
1s, copartners of my grace as you all are.

8. God is my record] Better, witness ; for which word “‘record”
is a synonym in older English, e.g. in Chaucer.—For this solemn
and tender appeal cp. Rom. i. 9; 1 Thess. ii. 5, 10; and see 2 Cor.

i. 18.

long affter] The Greek verb is full of a yearning, homesick tenderness.
It occurs in similar connexions, Rom. i. 11; 1 Thess. iii. 6; 2 Tim. i.
4; below, ii. 26; and its cognates, Rom. xv. 23; 2 Cor. vii. 7, 11 (?),
ix. 14 ; below, iv. 1. St Paul employs the verb also, with beautiful
significance, to denote the believer’s yearning for heavenly rest and
glory, 2 Cor. v. 2; St James, for the Spirit's yearning jealousy for our
spirits’ loyalty, Jas. iv. §; St Peter, for the regenerate man’s longing
for the ‘‘milk” of Divine truth, 1 Pet. ii. 2.

in the bowels of Jesus Christ] MS. evidence favours the order Christ
Jesus, see note on ver. 1.—*‘/n the bowels” :—better perhaps in the
heart. The Greek word in the classics means, strictly, the *nobler
vitals,” including the heart, as distinguished from the intestines
(Aschylus, 4gam., 1221). On the other hand the Septuagint in their
(rare) use of the word do not observe such a distinction, and render by
it the Heb. rackdmim, the bowels, regarded as the seat of tender
feeling. But in any case, the question is not of anatomy, but of cur-
rent usage and reference; and our word ‘‘ Aear¢” is thus the best
rendering.—The phrase here carries with it no assertion of a physico-
spiritual theory; it only uscs, as a modern naturalist might equally well
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Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your love may abound o
yet more and more in knowledge and sz all judgment; that 1

do, a physical term as a symbol for non-physical emotion.—R.V. para-
phrases “Zender mercies.”

The phraseology (‘72 the heart of Christ Fesus”) is deeply signifi-
cant. The Christian’s Personnlity is never lost, but he is so united to
his Lord, ‘one Spirit” (1 Cor. vi. 17), that the emotions of the re-
genera.te member are, as it were, in continuity with those of the ever-

lessed Head. Tyndale (1534), Cranmer (r539), and Geneva (1557)
render ‘‘from the very heart root in Jesus Christ.”—The ministration
of His life to the member is such that there is more than sympathy in
the matter; there is communication.

9.8111 pray]l He takes up the words, ver. 4, “in every reguest for
you all.”

that] Lit., by classical rules, “z» order that.” But in later Greek
the phrase has lost its more precise necessary reference to purpose, and
may convey (as here) the idea of purport, significance. So we say, “a
message to this effect,” meaning, ‘‘in these terms.”—In Joh. xvii. 3
(where lit., ““i12 order to know, &c."), the phrase conveys the kindred
idea of equivalence, synonymous description; ¢life eternal” is, in
effect, ““to know God.”

your love] Perhaps in its largest reference ; Christian love, however
directed, whether to God or man, to brethren or aliens.. But the pre-
vious context surely favours a certain speciality of reference to St Paul;
as if to say, ‘your Cbristian love, of which 7 have such warm. evi-
dence.” Still, this leaves a larger reference also quite free.

abound] A favourite word with St Paul. In this Ep. it occurs
again, ver. 26, iv. 12, 18. Cp. 1 Thess. iv. 1 for a near parallel here.
—Nothing short of spiritual growsk ever satisfies St Paul. ‘‘The fire
in the Apostle never says, Enough” (Bengel).

in] As a man ‘“‘abounds in” e.g. ‘“hope” (Rom. xv. 13). He

rays that their love may richly possess knowledge and perception as
its attendants and aids.

knowledge] Greek, epigndsis, more than gndsis. The structure of
the word suggests developed, full knowledge; the N.T. usage limits the
thought to spirsisual knowledge. It is a frequent word with St Paul.

all judgment] ‘Al :—with reference to the manifold needs and
occasions for its exercise; judgment developed, amplified to the full
for full use.—*‘ Yudgment” :—lit. *sensation, perception.”” The word
occurs here only in N.T., and cognates to it only Luke ix. 45; Heb. v.
14.—R.V., “discernment.” But the word ‘‘judgment” (in the sense
e.g. of criticism of works of art, or of insight into character) is so fair an
equivalent to the Greek that the A.V. may well stand.—In application,
the “ judgment® would often appear as delicate perception, fine 7ac/; a
gift whose highest forms are nowhere so well seen as in some Christians,
even poor Christians.

10. 7hat] Better, as better marking a close sequence on the last
clause, 80 that.
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ye may approve tkings that are excellent; that ye may
be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;

approve] Better, in modern English, test. The spiritual ¢ judgment’
was to be thus applied.

things that are cxcellend] ‘‘the things, &c.” R.V. An alternative
rendering is, that ye may prove (test) the things that differ; so
margin R.V.; ¢‘that you may use your spiritual judgment in sepa-
rating truth from its counterfeit, or distortion.” The two renderings
come to much the same ; for the *approval of the excellent thing”
would be the immediate result of the *detection of its difference.”
We prefer the margin R.V., however; first, as giving to the verb its
rather more natural meaning, and then, as most congruous to the
last previous thought, the growth of ¢ judgment.”

that ye may be] It is implied that the process of ¢‘discernment”
would never be merely speculative. It would be always carried into
motive and conduct.

sincere] The idea of the Greek word is that of clearness, disengage-
ment from complications. One derivation (favoured by Bp Lightfoot
here) is military; from the orderly separateness of marshalled ranks.
Another and commoner one is solar; from the detection of pollution by
sunlight, with the thought of the clearness of what has passed such a
test well.—The word ‘‘sincere” (from Lat. sincerus) has a possible
connexion with ‘“sizn-gle,” and so with the idea of separation, disen-
gagement, straightness of purpose. In Latin, it is the equivalent to our
“unadulierated.”

without offence] l.e., “without stumbling-block” (Lat., offendiculum).
Our common meaning of * offence,” with its special reference to

ievances and pique, must be banished from thought in reading the

nglish Bible. There these words are always used to represent original
words referring to obstacles, stumbling, and the like. So e.g. 2 Cor.
vi. 3, “giving no offence” means, presenting no obstacle such as to
upset the Christian principle or practice of others.—** Without offence”
here (one word in the Greek) may mean, grammatically, either *‘ex-
periencing no such obstacle” or “ prescnting none.” The word occurs
elsewhere only Acts xxiv. 16; 1 Cor. x. 33; and the evidence of these

assages is exactly divided. On the whole the context here decides
?or the former alternative. The Apostle is more concerned at present
with the inner motives than the outer example of the Philippians: he
prays that the simplicity (sincerity) of their spiritual relations with God
may be such as never to ‘‘upset” the inner workings of will and
purpose.—Tyndale and Cranmer render here, ‘‘that ye may be pure,
and such as (should) hurt no man’s conscience;’” Geneva, ‘‘that
ye may be pure, and go forward without any let.” So Beza’s Latin
version.

tll the day of Christ] Lit. unto, &c.; ‘‘against, in view of, the
great crisis of eternal award.” So ii. 16, where see note. On the
phrase *“ ke day of Christ” see note on i, 6, above.
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being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by 1
Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of God.

But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the i
things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto

11. Being filled] Lit. and better, having been filled. He antici-
pates the great Day, and sees the Philippians as then, completed and
developed as to the results of grace. His prayer for them is that they
may be then found “filled” with such results; bearers of no scanty
or partial “fruit”; trees whose every branch has put forth the produce
described Gal. v. 22, 23.

JSruits] Rather, on documentary evidence, fruit; as in Gal. v. 23,
The results of grace are manifold, and yet a total, a unity; effects and
manifestations of one secret, ingredients in one character, which, if
it lacks one of them, is not fully ‘“itself.”

of righteousness] The phrase “fruit of righteousness” occurs in the
LXX., Prov. xi. 30, xiii. 2; Amos vi. 12; and in St James, iii. 18. By
analogy with such phrases as e.g. *fruit of the Spirit,” it means not
“fruit which is righteousness,” but “‘fruit which springs from right-
eousness,”—** Righteousness” is properly a condition satisfactory to
Divine law. Thus it often means the practical rectitude of the regene-
rate will; and so probably here. But often in St Paul we can trace an
underlying reference to that great truth which he was specially com-
missioned to explain, the Divine way oi}ljustiﬁmtion; the acceptance
of the guilty, for Christ’s sake, as sz Him satisfactory to the Law,
broken by them, but kept and vindicated by Him. See further
below, on iii. 9. Such an inner reference may be present here;
the “fruit” may be the fruit not merely of a rectified will, but of a
person accepted in Christ.

which are] Read, which is.

by Fesus Christ] Through Him, as both the procuring cause, by
His merits, of the new life of the saints, and the true basis and secret
of it, in their union with His life. Cp. Rom. v. 17.

unto the glory and praise of God] The true goal and issue of the
whole work of grace, which never terminates in the individual, or in
the Church, but in the manifestation of Divine power, love, and holiness
in the saving process and its result. ¢‘To Him are all things; to whom
be glory for ever. Amen” (Rom. xi. 36).—** God"’ here is distinctively
the Eternal Father, glorified in the members of His Son.

12—20. ACCOUNT OF ST PAUL’S PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES
AND EXPERIENCE.

13. Buf] Better, now, as R.V.

I would, &c.}] More lit. and simply, I wish you to know; I desire
to inform you.

the things which happened um/o ms] More lit. and simply, my
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13 the furtherance of the gospel; so that my bonds in Christ
14 are manifest in all the palace, and 4 all other places; and

circumstances, with no special reference to the past. Wyclif renders,
with the Vtgiate Latin, ‘‘the thingis that ben aboute me”; so the
(Romanist) Rhemish version 1582; ‘‘the things about me”; Tyndale,
“my business.” He means his imprisonment, which had proved and
was proving a direct and indirect occasion for Gospel-work.

ratker] than otherwise, as had seemed so likely @ griori.

ustherance] Better, as R. V., progress. The Greek gives the idea
of an advance made by the Gospel.

18. So that, &c.] Render, 80 that my bonds are become mani.
fest (a8 being) in Christ. In other words, his imprisonment has come
to be seen in its true significance, as no mere political or ecclesiastical
matter, but due to his union of life and action with a promised and
manifested Messiah.

in all the palace] Greek, “in the whole Pratorium (praitérion).” The
word occurs elsewhere in N. T., Matt. xxvii, 27; Mark xv. 16; Joh.
xviii. 28, 33, xix. 9; Acts xxiii. 35; in the sense of the residence, or
a part of it, of an official grandee, regarded as a grefor, a military
commander. (Not that the word, in Latin usage, always keeps a military
reference ; it is sometimes the near equivalent of the word v:i/a, the
country residence of a Roman gentleman.) The A. V. rendering here
is obviously an inference from these cases, and it assumes that St
Paul was imprisoned within the precincts of the residence of the
supreme Prator, the Emperor; within the Palatium, the man-
sion of the Cesars on the Mons Palatinus, the Hill of the goddess
Pales. In Nero’s time this mansion (whose name is the original of
all “palaces”) had come to occupy the whole hill, and was called the
Golden House.—The rendering of the A. V. is accepted by high
authorities, as Dean Merivale (Aist. Rom. vi. ch. hv.), and Mr
Lewin (Life and Epistles of St Paul, 11. p. 282). On the other hand
Bf Lightfoot (on this verse, Philippians, p. 99) prefers to render *‘in
all the Preetorian Guard,” the Roman li};-guard of the Caesar; and

ives full evidence for this,use of the word Preforium. And there
1s no evidence for the application of the word Jy Romans to the
imperial Palace. To this last reason, however, it is fair to reply,
with Mr Lewin, that St Paul, as a Provincial, might very possibly
apply to the Palace a word meaning a residency in the provinces,
especially after his long imprisonment in the royal Prelorium at
Caesarea (Acts xxiii. 35, xxiv. 27). But again it is extremely likely,
as Bp Lightfoot remarks, that the word Praforium, in the sense of
the Guard, would be often on the lips of the *soldiers that kept”
St Paul (Acts xxviii. 16); and thus this would be now the more
familiar reference. On the whole, we incline to the rendering of
Lightfoot, (and of the R. V.) throughout the (whole) Prstorian
Guard. Warder after warder came on duty to the Apostle’s chamber
(whose locality, on this theory, is nowhere certainly defined in N. T.),
and carried from it, when rclieved, information and often, doubtless,
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«many of ‘the brethren in the Lord, waxing. confident by my

deep impressions, which gave his comrades knowledge of the Prisoner’s
message and-of the claims of the Saviour. : R
Other explanations of the word Praforium are (a) the Barrack
within the Palatium where a detachment of Praztorians was stationed,
and within which St Paul may have been lodged; () the great Camp
of the Guard, just outside the eastern walls of Rome. But the barrack
was a space too limited to account for the strong phrase, ‘“in a// the
- Preetorium”; and there is no evidence that the great Camp was ever
called Preetorium.
Wyclif renders, curiously, *‘in eche moot (council) halle” ; Tyndale,
Cranmer, and Geneva, ‘‘throughout all the judgment hall.”
in all other places] Better, to all other %mcn); to the Roman
¢ public,” as distinguished from this special class. The phrase points
te a large development of St Paul’s personal influence.

14. many] Better, most. It is noticeable that the Apostle should
imply that there were exceptions. Possibly, he refers here to what
comes out more clearly below, the difference between friendly and
unfriendly sections among the Roman Christians. We can scarcely
doubt (in view of Rom. xvi. and Acts xxviii.) that the friendly were
the majority. If so, St Paul may here practically say that a majority
of the brethren were energized into fresh efforts, by his imprisonment,
while a minority, also stirred into new activity, were acting on less
worthy motives. In view of the context, this seems more likely than
that he should merely imply by this phrase that the revival of activity
was not universal.

In any case, this verse implies that a spirit of languor and timidity
had recently infected the believing community at Rome.

the brethren in the Lord] So also R.V. Bps Ellicott and Lightfoot
connect the words here otherwise;  the brethren, having in the Lord
confidence, &c.” Grammatically, either is possible. But to us the
““rhythm of the sentence,” a sort of evidence not easy to define and
explain, but a real item for decision, seems to plead for the connexion
in the text. It is true that the precise phrase ‘‘brethren in the Lord”
is not found elsewhere. But a near parallel is Rom. xvi. 13, * Rufus,
the chosen one in the Lord ”’; for there too the words **in the Lord”
are in a certain sense superfluous. See too Rom. xvi. 8, 10. .

waxing confident] More strictly and simply (for the Greek participle
is practically, though not in form, a present), being confident, con-
fiding.—The idea is that of a sense of rest and reassurance after mis-

vings.
gléyg:z’y bonds] More closely,ec[)erhnps, in my bonds. The ‘“confi
dence’’ was, in a sense, reposed ‘‘in,” or on, Paul’s chains, his cap-
tivity, just so far as that captivity vividly reminded the Roman believers
of the sacredness and goodness of the cause, and of the Person, for
whose sake the Apostle unﬂinchin?ly incurred it and willingly bore it.
The heart is the best interpreter of such words.
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bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear,
15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and

For the construction in the Greek, cp. Philem. 21, the only exact
N.T. parallel. It is found, but rarely, in the LXX. .

are much more bold] Lit.,, and better, more abundantly venture.
They “‘venture” more often, more habitually, than of late.—On the
bear6ing of such statements on the date of the Epistle see Introduction,

. 16.
P to ?eak the word] “The word of the cross” (1 Cor. i. 18); “of
truth” (Eph. i. 13); “of life” (below, ii. 16); ‘“‘of Christ” (Col. iii.
16); ““of the Lord” (r Thess. i. 8, iv. 15); &c. It is the revealed and
delivered account of what Christ is, has wrought, &c.—It is observable
that St Paul regards such *‘speaking” as the work, not only of the
class of6ordained Christians, but of Christians in general. See further
on ii. 16.

18. Some indeed] Here he refers to members of that Judaistic
party, or school, within the Church, which followed him with persistent
opposition, especially since the crisis (Acts xv.) when a decisive victory
over their main g_n;l;nciple was obtained by St Paul in the Church-council
at Jernsalem. eir distinctive idea was that while the Gospel was
the goal of the Mosaic institutions, those institutions were to be per-
manently, and for each individual convert, the fence or hedge of the
Gospel. Only through personal entrance into the covenant of circum-
cision could the man attain the blessings of the covenant of baptism.
Such a tenet would not secessarily preclude, in its teacher, a true belief
in and proclamation of the Person and the central Work of the true
Christ, however much it might (as it did, in the course of history) Zend
to a lowered and distorted view even of His Person (see further, Ap-
pendix D.). St Paul was thus able to rejoice in the work of these
preachers, so far as it was a true conveyance to Pagan hearers at Rome
of the primary Fact of the Gospel—Jesus Christ. The same Apostle
who warns the Galatian and Philippian (iii. 2) Christians against the
distinctive teaching of this school, as a teaching pregnant with spiritual
disaster, can here without inconsistency rejoice in the thought of their
undistinctive teaching among son-Christians at Rome.

For allusions to the same class of opponents see Acts xv. 1—3r1, XX.
30 (perhaps), xxi. 20—25; and particularly the Ep. to the Galatians
at large. The passages in which St Paul asserts his authority with
special emphasis, as against an implied opposition, or again asserts his
truthfulness as against implied personal charges, very probably point in
the same direction.

Not that the Judaizer of the Pharisaic tyge was his only adversary
within the Church. He had also, very probably, to face an opposition
of a “libertine” type, a distortion of his own doctrine of frce grace
(Rom. vi. 1, &c., and below, iii. 18, 19); and again an o] ition of
the mystic, or gnostic, type, in which Jewish elements of observance
were blent with an alien ytﬁ:osophy and angelology (see the Ep. to the

e
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some also of good will: the one preach Christ of contention, 6
not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: but 17

Colossians). But ch. iii. 1—9 fixes the reference here to Christians of
the type of Acts xv. I.

even of envy] A mournful paradox, but abundantly verifiable.—
Render (or paraphrase) here, some actually for envy and strife, while
others as truly for goodwill.

good will] The Greek word, eudokia, in N.T. usually means *‘ good
pleasure,” in the sense of choice of what is ‘““good” in the chooser’s
eyes. See Matt. xi. 26; Luke x. 21; Eph. i. 5, 9; below, ii. 13. But
in the few remaining passages the idea of benevolence appears; Luke
ii. 14; Rom. x. 1; and perhaps 2 Thess. i. r1.  Both meanings appear
in the use of the word in the LXX, and in Ecclesiasticus. There it
often denotes the favour of God; Heb. »4¢s6n. The idea here is
strictly cognate ; what in a lord is the goodwill of favour is in a servant
the goodwill of loyalty.

16. The one preack Christ, &c.] There is good critical evidence for
reading vv. 16, 17 in the opposite order to that of the A.V. Render,
with R.V., The one do it of love, knowing that I am set for the
defence of the Gospel ; but the other proclaim Christ of faction, &c.
It is possible to render, with Bp Ellicott, *‘ Z4ose who are (men) of love,
do it, &c....but those who are (men) of faction, &c.” But this puts a cer-
tain strain on the Greek, and is not reguired by the context.

preack] Better, with R.V., proclaim ; not the same verb as that
}'endered ‘‘preach” just above. It is a word of slightly greater

orce. .

contention] Better, faction, or rather factlousness, partizanship.
The Greek word means first, ¢‘ work for hire”; passes thence by usage
into special political references, denoting hired canvassing, or other
interested party-work; and lastly emerges into the present meaning,
It is used similarly Rom. ii. 8; 2 Cor. xii. 20; Gal. v. 20; below, ii. 3
(where see note) ; Jas. iii. 14, 16.

sincerely] Lit. purely.

lo add affiiction to my bonds] So the Received Text. But a better
reading gives to raise up. The R.V. gives a good paraphrase ; thinking
to raise up afiliction for me in my bonds. So Alford.—Lightfoot sug-
gests the paraphrase, ‘“thinking to make my ckains gall me,” the word
rendered “affliction ” meaning literally “ 7ubbing,” or *‘ pressure.” (The
Vulgate here has pressura, a word which easily bears, however, a
non-pg sical meaning.) But the suggestion seems to us not altogether

robable.
P How did the persons in question expect to “raise up trouble” for
the imprisoned Apostle? By preventing the access of enquirers or
converts to him, unable as he was to go after them. Loyal fellow-
workers would bave made it a point to bring their hearers under the
personal influence of the great Messenger of Christ, and also into a con-
nexion of order with him. Every instance in which the oppositec was

PHILIPPIANS. C 4
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* the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of
18 the gospel. What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether

in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached ; and I therein
19 do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. For I know that this shall

done was fitted to try severely the spirit of St Paul; to afflict him in
and through his position of restraint.

17. 7 amset] Lit.,**J lie.” Butthe A.V.and R.V, areright. See
the same verb clearly in the same sense, Luke ii. 34; 1 Thess. iii. 3.
The thought is as of a soldier posted, a line of defence laid down.
Still, there may be also an allusion in the word, used in this context,
to the fact of his literal fixfure in one spot.

dsfence]  Lit., ‘“apology,” apologia; vindication. See on ver. ¥
above.—Perhaps the 'ioint of the word here is that the loyal Chris-
tians recognized in their freedom a call to move about as active
evangelists; in St Paul’s captivity, a call to him rather to clear up
the difficulties and develope the intelligent faith of enquirers brought
in by them. The ““men of faction” might affect to see in St Paul’s
chain a sign of Divine prohibition and displeasure ; the ““men of love”
would recognize in it a sign of designation to a sPecial and noble work.

18. What then?] “What matters it? Qu'importe?” The right
order of the two previous verses gives full force to such a question.

notwithstanding] Better, enly. With beautiful significance he modi-
fies the thought that it matters not. There is one respect in which it
matters; it promotes the diffusion of the Gospel. .

R. V. reads, only that; an elliptical phrase, for ‘‘only I must confess
that,” or the like. The documentary evidence for the word *?kas»
is strong, but not decisive. .

retence] The Judaists would “pretend,” perhaps even to them-
selves, that their energy came of pure zeal for God.

preacked] Better, proclaimed. See second note on ver. 16.—In
modern English the Greek (present) tense is best represented by is
being proclaimed.

I therein] Better, therein I, &c. There is no emphasis on *“7” in
the Greek.

will rejoice]  Bettet, perhaps, with Alford, Ellicott, and Lightfoot

(but not so R.V.), shall rejoice; an expectation, rather than a resolve.
He is assured that the future will only bring fresh reasons for re- .
oicing.
! Noglong comment is needed on the noble spiritual lesson of this
verse. The interests of his Lord are his own, and in that fact, realized
by the grace of God, he finds, amidst circumstances extremely vexatious
in themselves, more than equanimity—positive happiness. Self has
yielded the inner throne to Christ, and the result is a Divine harmony
between circumstances and self, as both are seen equally subject to Him
and contributing to His ends.

19. For I inow] A development of the thought implied in “I
shall rejoice,” just above. Subordinate to the supreme fact that
#Christ is being proclaimed,” comes in here the delightful certainty
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turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expecta- zo

that the attendant discipline will further his own spiritual and eternal
always in connexion with service rendered to his Lord.

that this shall turn to my salvation] Rather more closely, in view
of the Greek idiom, that I shall find this thing result in salvation.

¢“Salyation” :—here, probably, final glory. The word sé#ria in-
cludes, in its widest reference, the whole process of saving mercy, from
the gift of the Saviour to the ultimate bliss of the saved. More defi-
nitely, in the life of the Christian, it points sometimes to his first know-
ledge of and faith in the Saviour (3 Cor. vi. 2), sometimes to the life-
long process of his Divine preservation in Christ (3 Tim. ii. r0; 1 Pet.
i. 9), more frequently to the heavenly issue of the whole in glory (Rom.
xili. 113 1 Thess. v. 8; Heb. ix. 28; 1 Pet. i. 5). The same may be
said of the cognate verb, only that it more often than the noun refers
to the lifelong process.

In a few passages (e.g. Acts xxvil. 34) the noun refers to bodily
preservation. But this meaning is precluded here by the reference
Just below to the *“supply of zhe Spirit.”

through your prayer] He is sure of the coming blessing, and equally
sure of the efficacy of the means to it—intercessory %myer. For St
Paul’s high estimate of the worth of intercession for himself and his
work cp. e.g. Rom. xv. 30; 2 Cor. i. 11; Col. iv. 3; 2 Thess. iii. 1.

the supply] The Greek word slightly indicates a supply which is
large and free.—For the thought cp. Job. x. 10.

of the Spirit of Fesus Christ] Here first, what is “tke Spirit of
g'e:u.f Christ”"? Certainly not merely ‘‘His principles and temper.”

o vague a meaning of the word * Spirit” is foreign to the N. T.
The analogy of e.g. Rom. viii. 9; Gal. iv. 6; 1 Pet. i. 11; taken along
with our Lord’s own teaching about the personal Paraclete who was
to be His Divine Representative and Equivalent in the true Church
goh. xiv.—xvi.), assures us that this is the Holy Spirit, the Third

erson of the blessed Trinity. He is “‘the Spirit of Jesus Christ”
because in the eternal relations within Deity He ¢‘proceeds” from
the Eternal Son, and is sent by Him (Joh. xv. 26) as well as by the
Father (xiv. 16, 26), and is so one with Christ that where the Spirit
comes Christ comes (xiv. 18). His whole work for and in the Church
and the soul is essentially and entirely connected with the glorified
Lord. He regenerates by effecting our vital union with Christ; He
sanctifies and strengthens by maintaining and developing it. We
possess the Spirit because of Christ; we possess Christ, in the sense of
union, by the Spirit.

Secondly, what is ““2ke supply of the Spirit”? Grammatically, the
phrase may mean either, ‘‘the supply which is the Spirit,” or, “the
supply which the Spirit gives,” Happily the two practically con-
verge. But we prefer the former, in view of Gal. iii. 5, where the verb
“oinistereth,” R.V. ““supplieth,” is cognate to the noun “‘supply”
here. The Apostle thus anticipates, in answer to the Philippians’

4—2
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tion and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but
that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be
magnified in my body, whether ¢ de by life, or by death.
For to me to live #s Christ, and to die #s gain. But if /7

rayers, a new outpouring within him of the power of the blessed
araclete, developing there the presence of Jesus Christ. Cp. his own
prayer for other converts, Eph. 1ii. 14—19.

20. According to] He describes this ‘‘supply of the Spirit” by
its longed for and expected results, which would thus prove the test
‘‘according to” which it would be known as present.

earnest expectation] Lit., “‘waiting with oulstretched kead”; one
forcible word in the Greek. It occurs here and Rom. viii. 1g.

ashamed] 1.e. practically, disappointed; as often in Scripture lan-
guage. Sce Psal. xxv. 3; Zech. ix. §; Rom. v. §, ix. 33; 2 Tim,

i. 13,

Joldness] More precisely, boldness of speech, See Eph. iii. 12,
vi. 19, and notes In this Series. He looks to ‘‘the supply of the
Spirit” to maintain in him an unwavering Zestimony to the Lord and
His truth. Cp. Joel ii. 28 with Acts ii. 17, 18; 1 Cor. xii. 3.—Such
testimony might or might not be literally verbal; but it would be
ulterance, whether in speech or act.

in my body] The body is the spirit’s vehicle and implement in
action upon others, See Rom. xii. 1, and note in this Series; and
cp. 2 Cor. iv. 10. The impression made on others, the * magnifi-
cation” of Christ in the view of others, ¢ whether by means of life or
by means of death,” would have to be effected through bodily doing
or suffering.

by life, or by death] We gather hence, and from ii. 23, that the
Epistle was written at a time of special suspense and uncertainty,
humanly speaking, regarding the issue of the Apostle’s trial. See
further just below.

21—26. THE SAME SUBJECT: THE ALTERNATIVE OF LIFE OR
DEATH: EXPECTATION OF LIFE.

21, For, &c.] He takes up and expands the thought of the alterna-
tive just uttered, and the holy ‘‘indifference” with which he was able
to meet it ’ .

to me] Strongly emphatic in the Greek. It is not self-assertion,
however, but assertion of personal experience of the truth and power

* of God

to live is Christ] Luther renders this clause Christus ist mein
Leben ; and so Tyndale, *¢ Christ is to me lyfe”; so also Cranmer, and
the Genevan version. The Vulgate has wivere Christus; and this,
the rendering of A.V. and R.V,, is undoubtedly right. For the
Apostle, undoubtedly, Christ was life, in the sense of source and
secret; see Gal, ii, 20; Col. iii. 4. But what he is thinking of here is
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live in the flesh, this #& the fruit of my labour: yct what
I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a strait betwixt two,

not the source of life, but the experiences and interests of living.

Living is for him so full of Christ, so preoccupied with Him and for
Him, that “Christ” sums it up. Hence the ‘‘eager expectation” just
expressed; eager, because it has to do with the supreme interest of life.

hat the Apostle experienced in his own case is intended to be the
experience of every believer, as to its essence. See Col. iii. 17; and
cp. Eph. iii. 14—a21.

o die is gain] This wonderful saying, uttered without an effort, yet
a triumph over man’s awful and seemingly always triumphant enemy,
is explained just below.

23. Butif I live in the flesh, &c.] The Greek construction here is
difficult by its brevity and abruptness. R.V. renders ‘‘But if to live
in this flesh—if this is the fruit of my work, then &c.”; and, in the

-margin, “ But if to live in the flesh be my lot, this is the fruit of my
work; and &c.” ; a rendering practically the same as A.V. This latter
we much prefer, for grammatical reasons. It requires the mental inser-
tion of ‘‘ée my lot,” or the like; but this is quite easy, in a sentence
where the words ‘“#o lfve” are obviously echoed from the words
““ 1o live is Christ” just above. As if to say, “But if this ‘living’ is still
to be a *living ¢ the flesh,’ this is fruit &c.”

this i3 the fruit of my labour] Rather better, in view of the Greck
idiom, this I shall find fruit of work. This * living in the flesh,” as it
will be * Christ,” so will be * fruit,” result, of lifelong work. He means
that work for Christ, the being employed by Christ, is for him the pulse
of life on earth; #s life for him, in a certain sense. And this he ex-
presses with additional force by saying not merely *‘ work” but ‘fruit
of work.” For the work is of course fruitful: he who abides in
Christ ‘‘beareth much frust,” fruit that shall ‘‘remain” (Joh. xv. s,
16), whether or no he sees it. It is only the “‘works of darkness ” that
can be ‘“ unfruitful” (Eph. v. 11).

yet] Lit. and better, and. The simple word suits the great rapidity
of transition.

wof] An old English present indicative, of which the infinitive is 2%
wit. It was probably a past tense originally. See Skeat's Etymological
Dictionary.— Wyclif has *‘knowe”.—The Greek here is, precisely, *“I
recognise not”; “1 do not see clearly” (Ellicott).

23. For] Read But, with conclusive evidence. The word here
marks addition rather than distinction. An English writer would have
dispensed with a transitional particle, probably.

in a strait betwixt two] More precisely, with R.V., the two; the
two alternatives just spoken of, life and death.—The imagery is of a
man hemmed in right and left, so as to be stationary. Quite literally
the words are, ‘I am confined from the two (sides)”; the position is
one of dilemma, vicwed from whichever side.

Wonderful is the phenomenon of this dilemma, peculiar to the
living Christian as such. ¢ The Apostle asks which is most worth
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having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; wkick is

his while, to live or to die. The same question is often presented
to ourselves, and perhaps our reply has been that of the Apostle.
But may we not have made it with a far different purport?......Life
and death have seemed to us like two evils, and we knew not which
was the less. To the Apostle they seem like two immense blessin

and he knows not which is the better.” (Ad. Monod, Adieux, No. 1i.)

To the question, “Is life worth living?” this is the Christian answer.

having a desire] Lit., the desire. That is, the whole element
of personal preference lies that way, not merely one desire among
many. — We may paraphrase, “my longing being towards depar-
ture &c.” :

o depart] The verb (analuein) occurs only here and Luke xii. 36,
where A.V.and R.V. render * when he shall refurs from the wedding,”
but where we may equally well render, ‘‘when he shall depars, set out
homewards, from the wedding.” The cognate noun analiisés, whence
our word analysis is transliterated, occurs 2 Tim. iv. 6, in a connexion
exactly akin to this; *the time of my departure is at hand.” The root
meaning of the verb has to do with loosing, undoing; and by usage it
can refer to either (a) the dissolution of a compound (so the Vulgate here,
cupio dissolvi), or (8) the unmooring of a ship, or striking of a tent
or camp. It does not occur in the LXX., but is not infrequent in the
Afpocrypha, and there usually means to go away, or, as another side
of the same act, to return (cp. Tobit ii. 8; Judith xiii. 1). Such a
meaning is doubtless to be traced to the imagery of (5) above, but
appears to have dropped all conscious reference to it. This apocryphal
usage, and the comments here of the Greek expositors (St ngysostom
paraphrases our text by ‘* migration from hence to heaven”), are de-
cisively in favour of our Versions as against the Vulgate. St Paul
desires to leave for home; to break up his camp, to weigh his anchor,
for that better country. See the same thought under other phraseology
2 Cor. v. 1—8; where we see a ‘tent taken down,” and a wanderer
¢¢ going to be at home with the Lord.”

Suicer (7%esaurus, under dra\vw), says that Melanchthon on his
death-bed called the attention of his learned friend Camerarius to this
word, dwelling with delight on the passage, correcting the *dissolu-
tion” of the Vulgate, and rendering rather, * to prepare for departure,”
‘“to migrate,” or ‘“to return home.” — Luther renders here absu-
scheiden, “to depart.”

and to be with Chris{] The other side of the fact of departure,.and
that which makes its blessedness. From this passage and 2 Cor. v.

uoted above we gather that as it were not a space, but a mathematical
Iine, divides the state of faith this side death from the state of sight that
side; see esp. 2 Cor. v. lz, in its immediate context.—‘‘ Those who
blame as...presumptuous the fervours and speciality of devout affection,
such as eminent Christians have expressed in their dying moments,
know probably nothing of Christianity beyond the bare story they read
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far better : nevertheless to abide in the flesh #&s more need- a4
ful for you. And having this confidence, I know that I as

in the Gospels, and nothing of human nature...as affected by religion,
beyond what belongs to the servile sentiments of a Pelagian faith, better
called distrust...Christianity meets us where most of all we need its
aid, and it meets us with the very aid we need. It does not tell us of
the splendours of the invisible world ; but it does far better when, in
three words, it informs us that (dvafoa:) to loosen from the shore of
mortality is (v Xpior elvar) to be with Christ.” (Isaac Taylor, Satur
day Evening, ch. xxvi.)

It is divinely true that the Christian, here below, is ‘¢ with Christ,”
and Christ wit{ him. But such is the developed manifestation of that
Presence after death, and such its conditions, that it is there as if it had
not been before.—Cp. Acts vii. 59; words which St Paul had heard.

which is far better] Probably read, for it 18 &c. And the Greek,
quite precisely, is “much rather better”; a bold accumulation, to
convey intense meaning. R.V., for it is very far better.

Observe that it is thus ““better” in comparison not with the shadows
of this life, but with its most happy light. The man who views the
prospect thus has just said that to him ‘‘to live is CHRIST.” Death
is “gain” for him, therefore, not as mere escape or release, but as
t& llglorious augmentation; it is ¢ Christ” still, only very far more of

rist.

. 24. {0 abidein the flesk] Quite lit., as Bp Lightfoot, to abide by
the flesh, 7o %old fast to its conditions of trial, for the sake of the Lord
and His flock.

more needful] More necessary. Desire, and the sense of better-
ness, lie on the side of death; obligation, in view of the claims of
others, lies on the side of life.

. Jor you] Lit. and better, on account of you.

38. having this confidence] The Greek is the same as in ver. 6
above, where see note.

7 know] An unqualified assertion, made more explicit still by the
next verse. We have the strongest ground, from the merely historical
point of view, for saying that this expectation was verified by the event;
that the Apostle was released, and enabled to revisit his missions.
See 1 Tim. i. 3 for an intimation of a visit to Macedonia, later in date
than the writing of this passage.

It has been asked how this ¢¢7 Zizow” is to be reconciled with the
I know that ye all shall sez my face no more,” of Acts xx. 25. Were
botk verified by the event? We believe that they were, and that only
our necessary ignorance of the history in detail makes the difficulty.
‘We believe that the guidance of the Divine Spirit, however His action
worked through a perfect freedom of mental processes in St Paul,
secured the veracity of his deliberate forecasts in a way quite super-
natural. But apart from this ground of inference, we think that
Acts xx, 25 has natural evidences of its fulfilment. The narrative
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shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance
s and joy of faith; that your rejoicing may be more abundant
in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again.

there, vv. 37, 38, calls special and ‘pathetic attention to the prediction}

and it seems hardly credible that if it had been contradicted by events

within a few years the passage should have remained intact; some

sort of intimation that St Paul had after all met them again would -
have crept in. And we have seen that there is good evidence for

the fulfilment of the present anticipation also. It seems reasonable,

then, from the merely historical point of view, to assume that events

did prevent an after-visit of St Paul's to Ephesus, though he did revisit

Miletus (2 Tim. iv. 20) ; or at least that there was no such after-visit

as allowed him to meet that body of presbyters again.

and continue with you all] Better, with R.V., yea, and abide with
you all. The word ‘‘abide” is repeated: it will be not omly con-
tinuance, but continuance wz¢k you.—Quite lit., “abide 4y you all”;
as stde by side in Christian life and labour.

Surtherancel R.V., progress; more accurately. The A.V. suggests
St Paul’s Aelping them on, which is not the point of the Greek word
here. See above on ver. 12,

Joy of faith]l Lit., “‘joy of the faith.” R.N. “joy in the faith.”
But Rom. xv. 13 (“joy...tn believing”) seems to us to favour the A.V.,
and Marg. R.V. The definite article quite naturally may mean “‘yousr
faith,” your act and experience of believing. For the deep connexion
between joy and faith see Rom. quoted above; Acts xvi. 34; 1 Pet. i. 8.
-—fBoItlh,"‘pragr::.r" and ‘‘joy” in this verse have relation to the word
¢*faith, .

26, rejoicing] Better, with 'R.V., glorying; not the same word
as that just previous, nor akin to it. The Greek word is a favourite
with St Paul, especially in the Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians,
and Galatians. This fact is an item in the evidence for the time of
writing of this Epistle. See Introduction, p. 14.

may be more abundanf] On the Greek word thus rendered we may
make the same remark precisely as on ‘““glorying”; see last note.

in Fesus Christ] Read, with all the evidence, in Christ Jesus; and
see note on ver. 1 above.—Observe here, as so often (see above, on
ver. 8), how the whole action of the Christian’s life is carried on ““z7
Christ.” This glad exultant pleasure, this “glorying,” was to be ex-
perienced as by men in vital union with their Lord by the Spirit.

Jfor me] Lit. and better, in me.—Here, on the other hand, .
$4n> bears its frequent meaning of “in the case of,” “‘on occasion
of” Cp. eg. Gal i. 24 (not Gal. i. 16) and 2 Thess. i. 4, a close
parallel. This change of interpretation of the same preposition in one
passage is not arbitrary. The phrase ‘‘in Christ” is, so to_speak,
stereolyped ; not so this latter.—St Paul was to be their occasion for
sglorying,” as a living example of the Lord’s faithfulness and love,
restoring him to the needing disciples.
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Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel 27
of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or e/se be
absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one

by my coming to you] R.V., “through my presence with you” Better,
perhaps, through my coming to you. The word (parousia) rendered
“‘coming” is lit. “‘presence”; but.by usage it very frequently means
“‘coming to be present,” as especially in the case of the ¢ Parousia” of
the Lord at the Great Day.

27—80. ENTREATIES TO CHERISH CONSISTENCY, AND ESPECIALLY
UNITY, MORE THAN EVER NOW IN THE APOSTLE’S ABSENCE.

27. Only, &c.] The mention of his anticipated coming and its
joyful effects leads him to speak by way of caution and entreaty of
the unvarying law of Christian duty, the same always whether he visited
them or not. We trace in this Epistle, along with the Apostle’s desire
that they should in a general sense live consistently, a special anxiety
that the consistency of holy and unselfish mutual love should be more
prevalent among them. .

let your conversation be &c.) Lit., ““live your citizen-life in a way
worthy of &c.” The verb represented by ‘‘/ive your citizen-life”
occurs, in N.T., here and Acts xxiii. 1; where A.V. simply, “I
have /ived.” A cognate noun occurs below, iii. 20, an important
illustrative passage; see note there. The verb is used in 2 Maccabees
(vi. 1, xi. 25) in the same sense of living a life, living according to
certain laws or principles, without emphasis on the ‘citizen” element
of the word. R.V., like A.V., here drops that element out of its
rendering; let your manner of life be worthy &c. It is interesting
to find the same verb in Polycarp’s Epistle to the Philippians, ch. v.
(Introduction, p. 27).—* Conversation” in A.V. is used in its old and
exact sense, still apparent in our word “conzversant.” It is the whole
active intercourse and business of life, not merely the exchange of
words. See note in this Series on Eph. ii. 3. The Gospel is meant,
by its essential principle, to rule and leaven ZA¢ whole of human life.

or else be absent] Words which are perfectly consistent with the two
previous verses. He bids them live the life of holy consistency a# once
and always, not waiting for his presence in order to begin. See further,
in the same strain, ii. 12.

I may hear] Strictly, of course, this refers only to the alternative
of his prolonged absence. If he ‘‘came and saw them” hearing would
be superseded. But this is obviously implied in the whole sentence.

your affairs] Better, with R.V., your state. The literal rendering
is “‘the things concerning you.” The phrase occurs also, in St Paul,
Eph. vi. 22, and below ii. 19, 0.

stand fast] The Greek is one word, a verb not found earlier than
the N.T., where it occurs eight times; here, and Mark xi. 25; Rom. xiv.
43 1 Cor. xvi, 13; Gal. v. 1; below, iv. 1; 1 Thess. iii, 8; 2 Thess. ii..
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spirit, with one mind st;iving together for the faith of the

15. In Mark it appears to mean simply “#% sfand”; but in all the
other places the idea of good foothold is conspicuous.

in one spirit] For the precise phrase see (in the Greek) 1 Cor. xii.
13; Eph. ii. 18. In both these passages the reference is clearly to
the Holy Spirit, “in” whom the saints have been baptized with new
life, and “‘in” whom they approach the Father through the Son. We
therefore explain this place also of Him, as the surrounding, pene-
trating, Giver of life and power to each saint and to the commu-
!ll':iti' .On the word *‘Spirit” see notes in this Series on Rom. viii. 47

ph. i. 17.

Mnniertly, in the two Placs quoted above, the point of the word
“one” is that the Unity of the Divine Agent must have its holy counter-
part in the unity of the saints’ action *in Him.”

with one mind] Lit. and better, with one soul. So Tyndale and
Cranmer. Latin Versions, unanimes.—Cp. in this Epistle the ad-
jectives ‘“ome-souled” (ii. 3, where A.V. and R.V. “of one accord”),
“‘equal-souled” (ii. 20), and notes. The phrase ** one soul” occurs also
Acts-iv. 32; a close parallel to this pass